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ABSTRACT

Background. The Community Service Program (KKN) in Indonesia
has become an important part of efforts to build a better community,
including in the context of Al-Qur’an education. KKN activities can be
an effective means to develop the potential of the younger generation
in understanding and practicing the Al-Qur’an.

Purpose. This study aims to explore the effectiveness of the KKN
program in fostering Al-Qur’an Education Parks as an effort to
strengthen the understanding and practice of the Al-Qur’an among the
younger generation.

Methods. This study uses a qualitative approach with case studies,
involving data collection through participatory observation and in-
depth interviews with KKN participants and managers of Al-Qur’an
Education Parks.

Results. The results of the study indicate that the KKN program is
effective in improving the understanding and practice of the Al-Qur’an
among the younger generation, with increased active participation in
learning activities and religious life.

Conclusions. The KKN program can be used as a useful model in
fostering Al-Qur’an Education Parks, by emphasizing the integration
of Al-Qur’an values in the daily lives of the younger generation.
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INTRODUCTION
Today’s young Muslim generation faces challenges

in understanding and practicing the teachings of the Qur’an
amidst the complex dynamics of modern life (Vincent et
al., 2020). Al-Qur’an education is a crucial aspect in
shaping the character and spirituality of the Qur’anic
generation. The Community Service Program (KKN) in
Indonesia has proven to be an effective method in building
active student involvement in community development, but
has not been widely studied in the context of developing
Al-Qur’an Education Parks (Ohta, Yata, & Sano, 2022).
Formal educational approaches are often to accommodate
the complexity of understanding the Qur’an which theory.
Values of the Qur’an in the younger generation needs
strengthened through
approaches that are more integrated and relevant to the The
development and development of al-qur’an education parks

to be continuously innovative
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in various regions have shown the potential to be an effective means of supporting comprehensive
non-formal education, but more research is needed to identify factors that influence the success of
implementation and its impact on the understanding of the Qur’an by the younger generation
(Bendjamaa & Nora, 2020). There has not been much research examining the effectiveness of the
KKN program in the specific context of developing Al-Qur’an Education Parks (Jalili, Ulfa, &
Rena, 2024). Systematic empirical reports on the experiences and learning of KKN participants in
this context are still rare, so there is a need to explore more deeply how this program can contribute
to strengthening the understanding of the Qur’an. It is unclear how participatory experiences in
KKN can change the perception and commitment of the younger generation towards the Qur’an as a
guide to life (Mazzini, 2021). Studies that focus on evaluating the long-term impact of fostering Al-
Qur’an Education Parks on character formation and the spiritual life of the younger generation are
also needed to fill this knowledge gap.

This study aims to fill this knowledge gap by exploring the contribution of the KKN program
in fostering Al-Qur’an Education Parks as an innovative strategy in non-formal education (Fazmiya
et al., 2022). By understanding how active interaction with the environment and direct practice in
Al-Qur’an Education Parks can deepen understanding and practice of the Qur’an, this study is
expected to provide new insights and valuable contributions in the context of religious education in
Indonesia.

The rationale behind this study is to identify the potential of the KKN program as a learning
model that can be widely adopted to strengthen Al-Qur’an education among the younger generation.
By strengthening the foundation of religious understanding from an early age through this program,
it is hoped that it can form a Qur’ani generation who are not only able to memorize the Qur’an, but
also practice the values in everyday life more meaningfully.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study uses a qualitative approach with a case study design (Vogel et al., 2019). This
approach was chosen to explore in depth the influence of the Community Service Program (KKN)
in fostering the Al-Qur’an Education Park (Mayring, 2019). This study aims to understand the
perceptions, experiences, and impacts felt by KKN students and managers of the Al-Qur’an
Education Park in fostering the younger generation through this program (Ames, Glenton, & Lewin,
2019). Case studies allow researchers to explore detailed data related to the interactions between
students, the community, and non-formal educational institutions in the context of religious
education.

The population in this study were KKN students involved in fostering the Al-Qur’an
Education Park in several regions in Indonesia. The research sample was taken purposively, namely
KKN students who were directly involved in fostering activities at the Al-Qur’an Education Park
during the KKN period. In addition, the sample also includes managers and caregivers of the Al-
Qur’an Education Park who collaborate with the KKN program. The number of samples will be
adjusted considering the diversity of locations and the diversity of management of the Al-Qur’an
Education Park in the area used as the subject of the study.

The instruments used in this study include in-depth interviews, participatory observation, and
documentation. In-depth interviews were conducted with KKN students, managers of the Al-Qur’an
Education Park, and the community involved in the activity to obtain perspectives on the impact of
KKN activities on the development of the Al-Qur’an Education Park. Participatory observation was
conducted to directly observe the interaction between KKN students and students at the Al-Qur’an
Education Park. Documentation in the form of KKN activity reports and field notes will also be
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used to analyze the progress and results of the activities that have been carried out.

The research procedure begins with the selection of research locations that cover several areas
with KKN programs that foster the Al-Qur’an Education Park. After that, the researcher will collect
data through in-depth interviews and observations in the field. The interview process was conducted
with KKN students, managers of the Al-Qur’an Education Park, and several community leaders
involved in this activity. Observations were conducted by observing the coaching activities and
interactions between KKN participants and children at the Al-Qur’an Education Park. Furthermore,
the collected data will be analyzed qualitatively with thematic analysis techniques to identify
themes that emerge from the experiences of KKN participants and managers of the Al-Qur’an
Education Park in fostering the Qur’anic generation.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

Community Service (KKN) is an educational program that is part of the curriculum of universities in
Indonesia, which integrates various academic activities with community service (Govindan, Mina, &
Alavi, 2020). In this program, students are directly involved in the community to apply the knowledge
they have learned on campus to help solve various social, economic, and environmental problems (Bibri,
2022). KKN aims to increase students’ social awareness, strengthen the relationship between universities
and the community, and support sustainable community development (Holland et al., 2021). This
program is usually carried out in the form of collaborative activities, involving students and the
community who are directly involved in the field. The field work program carried out in Lawang Village
is called Maghrib Mengaji, Maghrib Mengaji in Lawang Village is an activity carried out by the local
community after Maghrib prayer time (Brooks & Butler, 2021). This activity aims to build the habit of
reading and studying the Qur’an, especially for children, while strengthening religious values in everyday
life.

Table 1. Program Structure
Component Description Role of KKN Students

Facilitate structured Quran

Timi Post-Maghrib i
iming ost-Maghrib sessions study
. . Complement traditional village
F t G d
orma roup Quranic reading methods
. rt religious lit fi
Venue Community spaces Support religious literacy for

children

The implementation of the Maghrib Mengaji program by KKN students serves as a strategic bridge
between academic social responsibility and the preservation of local cultural identity. By facilitating
structured Quranic study sessions, students provide pedagogical support that complements traditional
teaching methods found in rural villages. This interaction not only benefits the children’s religious
literacy but also allows university students to develop essential soft skills, such as leadership, cross-
cultural communication, and empathy, which are vital for their future professional lives in a diverse
society.

Furthermore, this collaborative effort fosters a sustainable educational ecosystem within Lawang
Village, where the presence of the university is felt as a catalyst for positive behavioral change. The
program encourages a shift in the community’s daily routine, prioritizing educational and spiritual
growth during the post-Maghrib hours. However, the long-term impact of such initiatives is often limited
by the short duration of the KKN placement and the lack of a standardized handover process to local
youth leaders. To ensure that the Maghrib Mengaji habit continues to flourish, the village administration
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should establish a localized monitoring system that maintains the momentum initiated by the students,
ensuring a legacy of religious and social empowerment.

100 A 95%

40

Implementation Focus (%)

Quran Récitation Sermons & Communal Social Monthly
(Tajwid) Discussions Prayers Bonding Yasinan

Figure 1. Analysis of Magrib Mengaji Program at Taqwa Lawang Mosque

This activity is usually held at the Tagwa Lawang mosque. Children gather to read the Qur’an
together, listen to sermons, and discuss Islamic teachings (Nurfaidah, Tambunan, Yonata, Kurniawati, &
Lestariyana, 2020). In implementing this activity, the Magrib Mengaji activity is led by KKN students
who have religious knowledge, especially reciting the Qur’an. Children are usually taught to read the
Qur’an with correct tajwid. In addition to reading the Qur’an, sometimes prayers are also read together
for the blessings and welfare of the Nagari Lawang community as well as regular monthly Yasinan
readings. This activity not only functions as a means of religious learning, but also as a way to strengthen
social relations between residents (Kautsar et al., 2024).

By gathering every night after Magrib, the Nagari Lawang community can strengthen their sense of
togetherness and solidarity (Suyanto & Lestari, 2024). Maghrib Mengaji is part of an effort to maintain
Islamic cultural identity amidst the challenges of modernization, so that religious values remain
embedded in the lives of the younger generation and society, especially children as a whole.

Figure 2. Maghrib Recitation Picture
In the picture above there is a picture of Maghrib reciting the Koran. Maghrib reciting the Koran is
an activity that has many benefits for society, in building the younger generation, especially children who
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have Islamic morals (Facal, 2020). This activity provides space for children and adolescents to study the
Koran in a structured manner. By carrying out the habit of reading the Koran every night after Maghrib,
they not only improve their reading skills, but also deepen their understanding of the values contained
therein. This is a strong foundation for creating individuals with good character, honesty, and the spirit of
doing good in everyday life. In addition to providing spiritual benefits, this Maghrib reciting the Koran
activity is also a tool to fill children’s free time with useful things (Abasimel, 2023).

In the modern era like today, many children spend their time in front of gadgets, either playing
social media, games, or other less productive activities. Maghrib reciting the Koran provides a positive
alternative, keeping them away from negative behavior such as delinquency, promiscuity, and bad
environmental influences. Another advantage of Magrib Mengaji is that children have the ability to
strengthen social relationships among residents (Hameed, Bhatti, Khan, & Syed, 2020). This activity is a
gathering place for children. Social interactions that occur during the implementation of the activity can
create stronger emotional bonds, thereby strengthening solidarity and mutual care among community
members. This activity is real evidence of how religion can be a unifying tool in the midst of increasingly
complex social life (Hussein Kakembo, Abduh, & Pg Hj Md Salleh, 2021).

In addition, Magrib Mengaji also functions as a means of religious education for adults. In several
sessions, parents or the general public are also invited to deepen religious knowledge, such as learning
tajwid, interpreting the Qur’an, or listening to sermons from ustadz. This makes Magrib Mengaji not only
focus on children, but also provide broader benefits for all elements of society. Despite having many
advantages, the implementation of Magrib Mengaji also faces several obstacles or shortcomings (Rethel,
2019). One of the main problems is the lack of consistency and commitment from some people to get
their children to participate in this activity regularly (Padela, Klima, & Duivenbode, 2020). Some parents
may be too busy with work or find it difficult to arrange time to take their children to the place of
pengajian. Another significant deficiency is the limited supporting facilities.

Modernization is a major challenge for the implementation of Magrib Mengaji, especially in
maintaining the interest of the younger generation (Asutay & Yilmaz, 2021). The development of
technology and a digital lifestyle are often a distraction for children and adolescents. They may prefer to
spend time playing online games or watching videos on social media rather than participating in Quran
reading activities (Kalkavan, Dinger, & Yiiksel, 2021). If this is not addressed with a creative approach, it
is feared that Magrib Mengaji will lose its relevance in the eyes of the younger generation, especially
children. To overcome this challenge, innovation is needed in teaching methods (Ezzani, Brooks, Yang,
& Bloom, 2023). For example, learning can be interspersed with the use of technology, such as
interesting Islamic learning videos or digital Quran applications. In addition, giving small awards to
children who diligently follow Magrib Mengaji can also be additional motivation (Costa & Pita, 2021).
This can create a more dynamic and enjoyable atmosphere, so that children are more enthusiastic to
participate.

Qur’anic Generation is a program designed to support the formation of a young generation who
loves the Qur’an and has noble morals through Real Work Lecture (KKN) activities. This program
focuses on fostering the Al-Qur’an Education Park (TPA) in the Nagari Lawang Community, with the
aim of improving the ability to read the Qur’an, understanding Islamic values, and practicing religious
teachings in everyday life (Bensaid, 2021). KKN students act as teachers and companions who help
children learn tajwid, memorize verses of the Qur’an, daily prayers, and inspirational stories from Islamic
stories. Through an interactive and innovative approach, this program not only instills spiritual values,
but also builds social skills, increases self-confidence, and strengthens community relations with
universities.
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CONCLUSION

Qur’anic Generation Program: KKN Fostering Al-Qur’anic Education Parks is a strategic step
in forming a young generation with noble morals based on Islamic values. Through the fostering of
Al-Qur’anic Education Parks (TPA), KKN students play an active role as agents of change that
support the improvement of the ability to read, understand, and practice the Qur’an in the
community. This program not only provides the benefits of religious education, but also becomes a
means of strengthening the character of the younger generation in facing the increasingly complex
challenges of the times. In addition, this program is a bridge that strengthens the relationship
between universities and the community. With a creative and interactive approach, this activity is
able to create a pleasant learning atmosphere, increase children’s enthusiasm for learning religion,
and encourage active participation of parents in religious education. Through this synergy, it is
hoped that a Qur’anic generation will be formed that is not only spiritually intelligent, but also able
to be a role model in community life. This program reflects the importance of the role of students in
community service that has a real and sustainable impact.
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