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ABSTRACT 

Background. Vocabulary limitations were identified as a major barrier 

to students’ communication skills and language learning. 

Purpose. To improve students’ vocabulary mastery at 

Adameesuksavittaya School, Krabi, Thailand, with a focus on Arabic 

language mastery. Vocabulary limitations were identified as a major 

barrier to students’ communication skills and language learning.  

Method. With a qualitative case study approach, vocabulary cards 

were applied as a supplementary learning method. Data were collected 

through direct observation, interviews, and questionnaires to assess the 

effectiveness of this method. 

Results. The results showed significant improvements in vocabulary 

mastery, student engagement in learning, and students’ confidence in 

using Arabic. Vocabulary cards were not only effective in classroom 

learning but also supported language use in daily interactions. Teachers 

and students gave positive responses, with this method creating a more 

interesting and interactive learning atmosphere. 

Conclusion. This study concludes that vocabulary cards are an 

effective tool to improve students’ vocabulary mastery and 

communication skills, and recommends its use in other educational 

settings. Further research is recommended to explore the application of 

this method in various educational contexts. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Low vocabulary mastery can hinder communication 

skills, as stated by Read (2000), that someone who has 

limited vocabulary often has difficulty understanding the 

meaning of complex texts or constructing sentences 

properly. Language is the main communication tool that 

allows humans to convey ideas, feelings, and information. 

In this context, vocabulary mastery is an important element 

that greatly influences how effectively someone uses the 

language. Vocabulary is a collection of words that 

someone knows and uses in communicating. Vocabulary 

language learning. Supports reading, listening, and mastery  
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is the main foundation in Zimmerman (1997) who showed that extensive vocabulary mastery 

understand and convey messages, this is in accordance with Schmitt (2000) emphasized that 

vocabulary is the core of communication and greatly influences a person’s ability to speaking skills 

because it provides a basis for recognizing the meaning of words in various contexts. The more 

vocabulary is mastered, the better a person’s ability to understand and convey messages. Without 

good vocabulary mastery, communication becomes limited, because a person does not have enough 

tools to construct meaningful sentences or understand the information conveyed by others. 

According to Nation (2001), vocabulary mastery is closely related to the four main skills in 

language: listenig, reading, writing, and speaking. The more vocabulary is mastered, the easier it is 

for someone to communicate effectively. 

Vocabulary mastery is a very important aspect in learning a foreign language because it is the 

main foundation for communicating effectively. According to Thornbury (2002), vocabulary is one 

of the first aspects that language learners pay attention to because of its importance in conveying 

ideas and information. By having a wide vocabulary, a person will find it easier to understand texts, 

both spoken and written, that are encountered in a foreign language. through the Input Hypothesis 

theory emphasized that students need exposure to vocabulary through meaningful input to develop 

their language skills. This will certainly improve their ability to read, listen, and interact in everyday 

conversation. According to Laufer, the number of vocabulary mastered by a student is positively 

correlated with their success in reading and understanding foreign texts. In addition, vocabulary 

mastery also plays a role in speaking and writing skills. Harmer (2007) stated that the use of 

technology and digital media can improve vocabulary learning by providing more dynamic 

variations and interactions for students. A person who has a lot of vocabulary can express ideas and 

feelings more precisely and variedly, so that the interactions or writings created are richer and 

clearer.  

Lightbown and Spada (2013) highlighted the importance of contextual and interactive 

learning approaches in enriching students’ vocabulary, which can also increase their confidence in 

speaking a foreign language as relevant to Brown’s (2007) opinion that ineffective learning 

methods can hinder vocabulary acquisition, especially in formal learning environments such as 

schools. This also has an impact on increasing self-confidence when communicating with native 

speakers or in formal situations. Decarrico (2001) stated that in-depth vocabulary mastery allows 

students to understand the nuances of the meaning of different words in certain contexts, thereby 

enriching their communication. In addition, understanding vocabulary also helps to understand 

more about the cultural context inherent in the use of the language. Carter (1998) emphasized that 

vocabulary also reflects the cultural dimension of language, so that understanding vocabulary helps 

students understand the cultural values of native speakers and According to Wilkins (1972) argued 

that without grammar, little can be conveyed; without vocabulary, nothing can be conveyed. This 

shows the importance of vocabulary mastery in communication. 

 The low vocabulary mastery at Adameesuksavittaya School has a significant impact on 

students’ ability to communicate using foreign languages, such as Arabic, Malay, and Indonesian. 

Although this school has a program to teach these languages, the lack of learning methods and 

media causes language learning to not run optimally. One of the main effects of low vocabulary 

mastery is the limited ability of students to express ideas and understand the context of 

conversation. Students become passive in speaking or writing in a foreign language, because they 

do not have enough vocabulary to construct sentences properly or understand the content of more 

complex conversations. Vocabulary is the core of language skills, without good mastery, other 

communication skills, such as listening, reading, writing, and speaking, will also be hampered. 
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Vocabulary is the core of language learning because without sufficient vocabulary, other language 

skills such as listening, reading, writing, and speaking will be hampered  and Schmitt (2000) also 

states that vocabulary is the main element in communication and is the basis for the ability to 

understand and produce language. But in reality, the limitations in the use of modern learning 

media, such as vocabulary cards, language learning applications, or other interactive techniques, 

slow down the process of vocabulary acquisition (Babushkina et al., 2022; Ivanova & Vodyasova, 

2023; Karr et al., 2024; Xavier et al., 2024). In fact, the use of aids such as vocabulary cards has 

been proven effective in accelerating vocabulary acquisition, as stated by Thornbury (2002), who 

emphasized that structured learning techniques can help students remember and use new vocabulary 

and according to Zimmerman noted that learning media such as vocabulary cards can improve 

students’ vocabulary retention by providing relevant and repetitive contexts. As a result, many 

students are only able to understand a small part of the language being taught and lack the 

confidence to use it actively in everyday life. Brown emphasized the importance of interactive 

teaching in vocabulary learning, which not only improves students’ memory but also their 

confidence in communicating. 

Therefore, it is important to improve teaching methods and increase access to learning media 

so that students can be more active and competent in using foreign languages. According to Nation 

(2013), vocabulary card-based learning methods allow students to learn independently and in a 

structured manner, which is very helpful in learning environments with limited resources. 

The role of vocabulary cards is very important in improving students’ vocabulary mastery at 

Adameesuksavittaya School, especially in situations where foreign language learning media and 

methods are limited. The use of vocabulary cards can be an effective solution to help students 

overcome difficulties in mastering Malay, Indonesian, and Arabic vocabulary (Jacobsen et al., 

2022; Rantala, 2024; Topal, 2024; Zheltukhina et al., 2023). These cards allow students to learn 

vocabulary in a structured and interactive manner, which can accelerate the language acquisition 

process. 

With vocabulary cards, students can learn new words in simpler contexts, where they can 

memorize the meaning, definition, or examples of their use directly. Lightbown and Spada (2013) 

showed that repetition and repeated exposure to new vocabulary increases the likelihood of 

students’ long-term retention. In addition, vocabulary cards also allow students to repeat the 

material independently, thereby strengthening their memory and helping them remember words 

better. In a learning environment with minimal media such as in Adameesuksavittaya, the use of 

this tool will greatly help students become more active in learning a foreign language and 

encourage them to use new vocabulary in everyday communication, this is because language 

learning is very important and according vocabulary also plays an important role in understanding 

the cultural context of the language (Barbieri et al., 2024; Kimura et al., 2024; Nejati et al., 2024), 

which helps students build a deeper relationship with the foreign language, and in line with this 

quote Wilkins  stated that without vocabulary, nothing can be conveyed, which underlines the 

importance of vocabulary mastery in effective communication. 

 Increased vocabulary mastery through the use of vocabulary cards will also improve their 

communication skills Laufer emphasizes the direct relationship between vocabulary mastery and 

communication skills, stating that the more vocabulary is mastered, the better the students’ ability to 

understand and convey information. The more vocabulary is mastered, the more confident students 

are to speak, write, and understand a foreign language, thereby reducing passive attitudes in 

language use. Decarrico  stated that learning media that facilitate repeated vocabulary learning can 

help students better understand the nuances of the foreign language being studied. Thus, vocabulary 
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cards not only help improve vocabulary foreign language. Harmer  noted that visual aids such as 

vocabulary cards are able to attract students’ attention and increase active participation in the 

learning process. 

The study entitled "Empowerment of Vocabulary Card Use in Students at 

Adameesuksavittaya School Krabi Thailand to Improve Vocabulary in Foreign Language Mastery" 

has significant benefits both academically and practically, especially in the context of foreign 

language teaching at the school. First, this study is expected to improve students’ vocabulary 

mastery in Malay, Indonesian, and Arabic more effectively. Through the use of vocabulary cards, 

students can learn vocabulary in a structured and repetitive manner, so that their ability to 

understand and use a foreign language can be improved. Second, this study can overcome the 

limitations of learning methods and media that have been obstacles in the school (Berezovich & 

Osipova, 2024; Briscoe et al., 2024; Çimenli & Güler, 2023). Vocabulary cards, as a simple but 

effective learning tool, can be an alternative solution that is easy to implement in an environment 

with limited resources.  

Third, this study can also improve students’ communication skills in a foreign language. With 

better vocabulary mastery, students will be more confident in speaking and writing in a foreign 

language, both in the context of everyday conversation and academic activities, thereby reducing 

their passive attitude in using the language. Fourth, this study can provide important contributions 

to the development of language curriculum in Adameesuksavittaya. The results of the study 

showing the benefits of using vocabulary cards can be used as a basis for schools to consider this 

method as part of their language learning program (Agostini et al., 2022; Cygnet & Sivakumar, 

2024; Hwang & Loewen, 2025; Martin et al., 2022). Furthermore, this study also provides a 

learning model that can be adapted by other schools, especially in areas with limited resources, to 

empower simple tools such as vocabulary cards in teaching foreign languages. Finally, this study is 

expected to strengthen students’ relationships with neighboring languages and foreign languages, so 

that they not only improve their language proficiency but also strengthen cultural relationships and 

cross-border communication. Overall, this study has the potential to provide real impacts in 

improving the quality of foreign language teaching in Adameesuksavittaya School and become a 

reference for other schools facing similar challenges. 

 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study uses a qualitative approach with a case study design that focuses on empowering 

the use of vocabulary cards at Adameesuksavittaya School. The steps to be taken begin with initial 

observations of the conditions of foreign language learning at the school, especially in vocabulary 

teaching. This observation aims to identify the challenges faced by students in mastering vocabulary 

and understanding the teaching methods currently being applied. Based on the results of the 

observation, the researcher will provide a solution to the school by introducing the use of 

vocabulary cards as an additional method in learning (Maalouf et al., 2024; Soboleva et al., 2022). 

These vocabulary cards will be provided to students and teachers as a tool to enrich the learning 

experience and overcome the limitations of existing methods. 

Furthermore, the researcher will implement the use of vocabulary cards in the teaching and 

learning process (PBM) in the classroom. During a certain period, the researcher will teach students 

how to use vocabulary cards and provide relevant examples and exercises in the context of 

everyday language use. In addition to the classroom, vocabulary cards will also be integrated into 

students’ daily activities in the boarding school environment, where the researcher will encourage 
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students to use these cards in everyday conversations, both with peers and in formal situations at 

school, so that vocabulary mastery becomes more contextual and applicable. 

In this study, the focus of the language developed for students focuses on Arabic. This was 

done by the researcher because there are still very few students who can speak Arabic, which based 

on observations made, this is because Arabic is not the main language and in the learning process 

only focuses on learning structures, not implementing learning in everyday contexts or not having a 

social context in learning. Data will be collected through direct observation during the learning 

process, interviews with students and teachers, and questionnaires that measure changes in students’ 

vocabulary mastery before and after the use of vocabulary cards. Researchers will also record 

students’ responses to this new method and how they integrate vocabulary cards into everyday 

learning and communication. The data collected will be analyzed to evaluate the effectiveness of 

using vocabulary cards in improving students’ vocabulary mastery. Researchers will compare the 

results of vocabulary mastery before and after implementation and analyze their influence on 

students’ involvement and confidence in communicating using a foreign language. Finally, 

researchers will compile a report that includes the findings of this study, as well as provide 

recommendations for schools and foreign language curriculum development based on the results 

obtained. With this method, the research is expected to provide in-depth insight into the influence of 

using vocabulary cards in improving students’ vocabulary mastery at Adameesuksavittaya School. 

 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

 The results of this study illustrate the initial phase of environmental print integration and its 

immediate impact on the students’ linguistic surroundings. Before the formal assessment of learning 

outcomes, a comprehensive mapping of the school’s physical infrastructure was conducted to 

identify high-traffic areas suitable for vocabulary immersion. This strategic placement ensures that 

students encounter target language terms naturally throughout their daily routines, effectively 

transforming the entire campus into a passive learning laboratory. 

 

Table 1. Environmental Benefits 

Feature Purpose Outcome 

Object 

Labeling Links words to concrete items Intuitive vocabulary acquisition 

Architectural 

Tags Contextual immersion Spontaneous curiosity 

Functional 

Space Labels Everyday relevance Reduced affective filter 

The preliminary observations indicate that creating a vocabulary-rich environment serves as a 

critical primer for active classroom instruction. By labeling common architectural features and 

functional spaces, the researchers aimed to lower the students’ affective filter and spark 

spontaneous curiosity about the second language. This environmental scaffolding provides a 

contextual foundation that links abstract words to concrete, everyday objects, thereby facilitating a 

more intuitive transition into the more structured pedagogical activities that follow. 

Before going into further discussion about the output obtained from the use of vocabulary 

cards in learning, as has been conveyed in the research method at the beginning, before entering the 

class, the researcher attached vocabulary cards to every object in the school, such as the canteen, 

mosque, classroom building, tables, chairs in the hall and other parts of the school. 
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Figure 1. The Process of Attaching Vocabulary Cards 

After being attached to every school building and every object in the school, vocabulary cards 

were introduced to all students so that they could be recognized and memorized by the students and 

after being memorized and this product had received attention from the students, the researcher 

continued to introduce it back to the class while creating questions to conduct formative assessment 

while observing the development of students in increasing vocabulary in the use of Arabic. 

 

 
Figure 2. Formative Assessment Process to Check Students’ Arabic Language Development and 

Conduct Re-Introduction. 

After conducting research on the empowerment of vocabulary card use on students at 

Adameesuksavittaya School for more than 3 weeks, it showed significant results in improving 

vocabulary mastery and communication skills in a foreign language. Here is a summary of the 

research results 

After the implementation of vocabulary cards, there was a clear increase in students’ 

vocabulary mastery. Data from the questionnaire showed that the average score of students’ 

vocabulary mastery increased after using vocabulary cards in a structured manner in learning. 

Students showed better ability in recognizing and using new words in the right context. 

Involvement and Self-Confidence. 
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Figure 3. Comparison of Student Engagement and Confidence 

The results of observations and interviews with students showed an increase in their 

involvement in the teaching and learning process. Students who were previously passive began to 

actively ask questions and participate in class discussions. In addition, many students reported that 

they felt more confident in communicating using a foreign language, both orally and in writing. 

This can be seen from their increased participation in everyday conversations, both with peers and 

in formal situations. 

Vocabulary cards are not only effective in the context of classroom learning, but are also 

successfully integrated into students’ daily lives. Many students have started using vocabulary cards 

in everyday interactions, which shows that they not only understand new words, but can also apply 

them in real situations (Clutter, 2023; Fagan, 2024; Varghese et al., 2022). This strengthens 

vocabulary mastery and makes learning more relevant.  

Interviews with teachers showed that they felt more helped by the use of vocabulary cards as 

a teaching aid. Teachers reported that this method made learning more interesting and interactive, 

and helped students understand the material better. Students also gave positive responses, with 

many of them stating that the use of vocabulary cards made learning a language more enjoyable. 

Overall, this study proved that the use of vocabulary cards significantly improved students’ 

vocabulary mastery at Adameesuksavittaya School, which was reflected in their increased ability to 

recognize and use new words with more confidence. In addition, this method succeeded in 

increasing student engagement in the teaching and learning process, creating a more interactive and 

enjoyable classroom atmosphere (Phiranawong & Rukwong, 2025; Ryabchikova et al., 2022; 

Valeeva et al., 2023). Thus, the implementation of vocabulary cards not only functions as an 

effective learning aid, but also as an innovative strategy that can improve the quality of foreign 

language teaching overall. This study recommends that other schools consider the use of vocabulary 

cards in their curriculum, as the positive results obtained show great potential in supporting better 

language learning in various educational contexts. 

 

CONCLUSION  

This study proves that the use of vocabulary cards not only improves vocabulary mastery, but 

also has a positive impact on students’ engagement in language learning, so it can be an effective 

strategy to improve the quality of foreign language teaching in a wider educational environment. 

For future researchers, it is recommended to use more structured quantitative methods, such as 
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experiments with control groups, to measure the impact of using vocabulary cards more objectively. 

Data collection through standardized tests can provide a clearer picture of the effectiveness of this 

intervention. In addition, the development of variations and designs of vocabulary cards that are 

more attractive and appropriate to students’ needs is also important, with the addition of visual 

elements such as pictures and colors to increase the appeal and effectiveness of learning. Further 

research can also explore the application of vocabulary cards in other educational contexts, 

including in schools with different cultural and linguistic backgrounds, to understand the extent to 

which this method can be widely adapted. 
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