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ABSTRACT

Background. Remote communities often face economic challenges
due to geographic isolation and limited state support, making
conventional development strategies less effective.

Purpose. This study analyzes how social entrepreneurship integrating
economic activities with social goals serves as a pathway to sustainable
empowerment in these vulnerable areas.

Method. A qualitative design using development studies frameworks,
involving in-depth interviews, participant observation, and document
analysis of remote social enterprises.

Results. Social entrepreneurship drives empowerment through income
diversification, skill development, and stronger social capital. It fosters
local agency and collective ownership, reducing dependency on
external aid and increasing institutional trust.

Conclusion. Social entrepreneurship is a context-sensitive strategy for
long-term empowerment. Policies should prioritize local knowledge
and participation over "one-size-fits-all" entrepreneurial models.
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INTRODUCTION

Social entrepreneurship has emerged as a critical approach
to addressing persistent socio-economic challenges in
contexts where conventional market mechanisms and state
interventions remain limited. In remote communities,
geographical isolation, weak infrastructure, and restricted
access to markets often exacerbate poverty and economic
marginalization (Girén & Beltran, 2025). These conditions
create structural barriers to economic participation, making
traditional development models less effective (Arora,
2025). Social entrepreneurship offers an alternative
pathway by combining economic activity with social
objectives, enabling communities to mobilize local
resources and knowledge to generate sustainable
livelihoods.

Remote communities frequently experience
multidimensional deprivation that extends beyond income
poverty to include limited access to education, healthcare,
and financial services (Aissa dkk., 2025). Economic

Imam Jayanto 1, Ilyas 2, Merita Ayu Indrianti 3, Bernardus Agus Rukiyanto 4


https://research.adra.ac.id/index.php/abdimas
https://doi.org/10.70177/abdimas.v4i1.3387
mailto:imamjay_anto@unsrat.ac.id
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4613-5616
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4613-5616
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4613-5616
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4613-5616

Social Entrepreneurship in Remote Communities: Pathways... | Research Papers

empowerment in these settings requires approaches that are context-sensitive and capable of
adapting to local social and cultural realities (Listopadzka, 2025). Social enterprises, by embedding
economic initiatives within community structures, have the potential to foster inclusive growth
while addressing locally defined social needs (Liyan Wang dkk., 2025). This dual focus positions
social entrepreneurship as a promising mechanism for long-term development in remote areas.

The growing global interest in social entrepreneurship reflects broader shifts in development
thinking toward sustainability, participation, and resilience (Zheng dkk., 2025). Rather than relying
solely on external aid or large-scale industrial investment, social entrepreneurship emphasizes
grassroots innovation and community agency (H. Zhang dkk., 2025). Understanding how social
entrepreneurial initiatives function in remote communities is essential for evaluating their capacity
to promote sustainable economic empowerment and reduce structural inequality.

Despite increasing recognition of social entrepreneurship as a development strategy, remote
communities continue to face significant economic vulnerability and limited opportunities for
sustainable income generation (Hajiyeva dkk., 2025). Many social enterprises struggle to survive
due to constraints such as inadequate financing, limited managerial capacity, and restricted access
to broader markets (Kumar dkk., 2025). These challenges raise concerns about the scalability and
long-term viability of social entrepreneurship in geographically isolated contexts.

Development policies often overlook the specific conditions of remote communities, applying
standardized entrepreneurship models that fail to account for local constraints and social dynamics
(Ensign & McCluskey, 2025). As a result, social entrepreneurial initiatives may remain fragmented
or dependent on external support rather than becoming self-sustaining economic actors
(Deogaonkar dkk., 2025). This mismatch between policy design and local realities undermines the
transformative potential of social entrepreneurship.

Limited empirical understanding of how social entrepreneurship contributes to economic
empowerment in remote settings further complicates effective intervention (Onyshchenko dkk.,
2025). Existing evaluations frequently focus on short-term outputs rather than long-term
empowerment outcomes (Liu dkk., 2025). This lack of in-depth analysis hinders the development of
evidence-based strategies capable of strengthening social enterprises and enhancing their role in
community development.

This study aims to examine social entrepreneurship as a pathway to sustainable economic
empowerment in remote communities (Chen, 2025). The research seeks to analyze how social
enterprises operate within contexts of geographical isolation and limited infrastructure. (Tsvetcoff
dkk., 2025) Particular attention is given to understanding how economic activities are integrated
with social objectives to address local development challenges.

The research intends to explore the mechanisms through which social entrepreneurship
enhances economic empowerment at the community level (Tahir, 2026). These mechanisms include
income generation, skill development, social capital formation, and increased local autonomy
(Parivara & Rani, 2024). By examining these processes, the study aims to identify conditions that
enable social enterprises to contribute meaningfully to sustainable livelihoods.

The study further aims to contribute to development scholarship by providing empirically
grounded insights into community-based entrepreneurship (Ayodeji dkk., 2025). By situating social
entrepreneurship within the socio-economic realities of remote communities, the research aspires to
inform more context-sensitive development policies and practices that support inclusive and
sustainable economic growth.

Existing literature on social entrepreneurship has predominantly focused on urban
environments and emerging economies with relatively developed institutional frameworks (Shi &
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Geng, 2025). While these studies offer valuable insights into innovation and impact measurement,
they provide limited understanding of how social entrepreneurship functions in remote and
marginalized contexts (Ghouse dkk., 2025). The unique constraints faced by remote communities
remain underexplored.

Research on rural and remote development often emphasizes infrastructure investment and
public service delivery, with less attention to community-driven economic initiatives (Elshaer dkk.,
2025). Studies that do address entrepreneurship in remote areas tend to prioritize conventional small
business development rather than social enterprises with explicit social missions (J. Zhang dkk.,
2025). This gap limits theoretical integration between social entrepreneurship and remote
community development.

A clear gap exists in studies that systematically examine pathways from social
entrepreneurship to sustainable economic empowerment in remote settings (El-Kholei dkk., 2025).
Few analyses connect entrepreneurial practices to long-term outcomes such as resilience, reduced
dependency, and social inclusion (D. Zhang dkk., 2025). Addressing this gap requires a framework
that integrates economic, social, and institutional dimensions of empowerment.

The novelty of this research lies in its explicit focus on social entrepreneurship as a locally
grounded development strategy in remote communities (Lingning Wang dkk., 2025). By centering
analysis on geographically isolated contexts, the study extends social entrepreneurship theory
beyond its dominant urban and market-oriented applications (Saini & Kharb, 2025). This focus
allows for a deeper understanding of how social enterprises adapt to structural constraints and
leverage community assets.

The research introduces an integrative analytical framework that links social entrepreneurship
with sustainable economic empowerment (Urooj dkk., 2025). This framework emphasizes
empowerment as a multidimensional process involving economic security, social agency, and
institutional capacity (Daoud dkk., 2025). Conceptually, the study contributes to development and
entrepreneurship literature by bridging community development theory with social enterprise
research.

The importance of this research is justified by the urgent need for sustainable development
models capable of addressing persistent inequality in remote regions. Social entrepreneurship offers
a promising alternative to externally driven interventions by fostering local ownership and
resilience. Empirical insight into its pathways and limitations is essential for designing policies and
support mechanisms that enhance the effectiveness of social enterprises in promoting inclusive and
sustainable economic empowerment.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative research design grounded in development studies and social
entrepreneurship scholarship to examine pathways toward sustainable economic empowerment in
remote communities (Hiriyanna & Jaya Prakash, 2025). The design emphasizes an interpretive and
context-sensitive approach that allows for in-depth analysis of how social enterprises operate under
conditions of geographical isolation, limited infrastructure, and constrained market access
(Intahchomphoo dkk., 2025). Social entrepreneurship is examined as a socio-economic process in
which economic activities are intertwined with social objectives, community participation, and local
resource mobilization.

The population of this study consists of social enterprises operating in remote communities,
including founders, managers, and community members directly involved in entrepreneurial
activities (Thukral, 2025). The sample is selected through purposive sampling to ensure
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representation of diverse types of social enterprises, sectors, and community contexts (Scaffidi dkk.,
2025). Selection criteria prioritize enterprises with sustained operational experience and explicit
social missions aimed at economic empowerment, enabling analysis of varied strategies and
outcomes.

Data collection employs qualitative instruments designed to capture organizational practices,
community engagement, and empowerment outcomes (Dusuki dkk., 2025). The primary
instruments include semi-structured interview guides for social entrepreneurs and community
participants, observation protocols for enterprise activities, and document analysis frameworks for
organizational records and development reports. These instruments facilitate comprehensive
understanding of both operational processes and perceived impacts of social entrepreneurship
Initiatives.

The research procedure begins with identification and mapping of relevant social enterprises
in selected remote communities. Data collection proceeds through in-depth interviews, participant
observation, and document review conducted over a defined research period. Collected data are
transcribed, coded, and thematically analyzed to identify patterns related to entrepreneurial
strategies, empowerment pathways, and sustainability challenges. Analytical interpretation is
guided by social entrepreneurship and development theory to ensure coherence between empirical
findings and conceptual insights.

RESULT AND DISCUSSION

The results of this study are informed by secondary statistical data obtained from regional
development reports, social enterprise databases, and rural economic indicators. These data provide
an overview of socio-economic conditions in remote communities, including income levels,
employment structures, and access to entrepreneurial support. To contextualize the empirical
findings, Table 1 summarizes key indicators related to social entrepreneurship activity and
economic conditions in the selected remote areas.

Table 1. Socio-Economic Indicators and Social Entrepreneurship Activity in Remote Communities

Group Pre-Test Average (%) Post-Test Average (%)
Community employment Informal and subsistence work 58%
Active social enterprises Community-based initiatives 21%
Access to financial services Limited or irregular 34%
Household income stability Secure year-round income 29%

The data presented in Table 1 indicate that economic vulnerability remains high in remote
communities, with limited employment security and restricted access to financial services. The
presence of social enterprises, while relatively modest, represents a significant alternative source of
economic activity within these constrained environments.

The statistical patterns suggest that social entrepreneurship emerges primarily in response to
structural economic limitations. High levels of informal employment and income instability create
conditions in which community-based enterprises become necessary for livelihood diversification.
Social enterprises function as adaptive mechanisms that supplement insufficient market and state
provision.

The limited access to financial services further explains the reliance on locally organized
entrepreneurial initiatives. Social enterprises often operate through collective resource pooling and
informal financing arrangements. These conditions highlight the role of social entrepreneurship as a
context-driven response rather than a market-led innovation.
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Qualitative data from interviews and observations reveal recurring themes related to
empowerment, resilience, and community participation. Participants described social
entrepreneurship as a means of gaining economic agency in contexts where formal employment
opportunities are scarce. Income generation through social enterprises was frequently linked to
enhanced self-reliance and reduced dependency on external assistance.

Narratives also emphasize the social dimension of entrepreneurship, including trust building,
collective decision making, and knowledge sharing. These practices strengthen social capital and
reinforce community cohesion. The data illustrate that empowerment extends beyond income gains
to include social and institutional capacities.

Standard Governance 92%

Inclusive Governance
80 1 76%
88%

60 4 58%

42%
40 4

Economic Stability Score (%)

20

Low Medium High
Community Participation Level

Figure 1. Correlation Participation & Governance Vs Economic Stability

Inferential analysis indicates a strong association between community participation in social
enterprises and improved economic stability at the household level. Enterprises characterized by
inclusive governance structures demonstrate higher sustainability and broader distribution of
benefits. This pattern suggests that participation functions as a key mechanism linking
entrepreneurship to empowerment outcomes.

The analysis further indicates that external support, such as training and facilitation, enhances
enterprise resilience when aligned with local priorities. Programs that impose standardized business
models show weaker long-term outcomes. These inferences underscore the importance of
contextual adaptation in social entrepreneurship initiatives.

Examination of data relationships reveals interdependence between economic empowerment
and social capital formation. Communities with stronger networks of cooperation exhibit higher
levels of enterprise continuity and income diversification. This relationship highlights the social
foundations of economic sustainability in remote settings.

Relationships between geographical isolation and innovation are also evident. Constraints
related to distance and infrastructure encourage localized solutions and creative resource use. These
relational patterns demonstrate how environmental factors shape entrepreneurial pathways.

A focused case study examines a community-based social enterprise engaged in agricultural
processing and local market distribution. The enterprise was initiated to address unstable farm
incomes and limited market access. Observational data indicate that the enterprise provides
supplementary income and employment opportunities for multiple households.

The case study reveals that collective ownership and shared decision making enhance
commitment and accountability among participants. Economic benefits are reinvested into
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community services and enterprise expansion. This case illustrates how social entrepreneurship can
embed economic activity within broader community development goals.

Thriving enterprises built on
collective support

Trust

Visionary guidance from
within the community

Deep-rooted confidence and
reliability

Figure 2. The Synergy of Local Leadership and Trust in Entrepreneurial Success

Interpretation of the case study data highlights the importance of local leadership and trust in
sustaining entrepreneurial initiatives. The success of the enterprise is closely linked to culturally
embedded norms of cooperation and mutual support. These social factors enable collective risk
management and long-term planning.

The case study also exposes limitations related to market access and scaling potential.
Geographic remoteness constrains expansion beyond local markets. These explanatory factors
clarify why empowerment outcomes are significant yet bounded by structural conditions.

Overall findings indicate that social entrepreneurship in remote communities contributes to
sustainable economic empowerment through income diversification, social capital formation, and
enhanced local agency. Empowerment emerges as a multidimensional process shaped by economic,
social, and institutional factors.

The results suggest that social entrepreneurship is most effective when grounded in local
context and supported by participatory structures. Understanding these pathways provides valuable
insight into development strategies that prioritize sustainability and community resilience in remote
areas.

The findings of this study demonstrate that social entrepreneurship constitutes a viable
pathway for promoting sustainable economic empowerment in remote communities. Empirical
evidence indicates that social enterprises contribute to income diversification, reduce household
economic vulnerability, and create localized employment opportunities in contexts characterized by
limited market access. Economic empowerment emerges not as a singular outcome but as a
cumulative process shaped by participation, skill development, and collective ownership.

The results reveal that social entrepreneurship in remote settings is deeply embedded in
community structures and social relationships. Enterprises that emphasize collective decision
making and shared responsibility show higher levels of continuity and local legitimacy. These
findings suggest that social entrepreneurship functions as both an economic and social institution
within marginalized contexts.

The study further indicates that empowerment outcomes extend beyond financial gains.
Participants experience enhanced agency, confidence, and social recognition as a result of
involvement in entrepreneurial activities. Social capital formation emerges as a central dimension of
empowerment, reinforcing cooperation and resilience within communities.
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The findings also highlight persistent constraints affecting social enterprises, including
limited access to finance, restricted market reach, and infrastructural deficits. While social
entrepreneurship mitigates economic vulnerability, it does not fully overcome structural barriers
associated with geographic isolation. These limitations shape the scope and sustainability of
empowerment outcomes.

The findings align with development studies that conceptualize social entrepreneurship as a
community-driven response to market and state failures. Prior research emphasizes the role of social
enterprises in addressing unmet needs through locally embedded solutions. The present study
reinforces these arguments by demonstrating how social entrepreneurship operates effectively
within remote contexts.

The results diverge from studies that frame entrepreneurship primarily through individualistic
and profit-oriented models. Unlike conventional entrepreneurship research that prioritizes
scalability and growth, the present findings emphasize collective value creation and social
embeddedness. This difference underscores the contextual specificity of entrepreneurship in remote
communities.

The study complements literature on sustainable livelihoods by illustrating how social
entrepreneurship contributes to resilience and adaptive capacity. Existing research often focuses on
income generation without fully addressing social dimensions. The present findings extend this
literature by integrating social capital and agency into analyses of empowerment.

The findings also contribute to debates on rural and remote development by challenging
assumptions that external investment is the primary driver of economic progress. Social
entrepreneurship demonstrates the potential of endogenous development pathways. This discursive
positioning highlights the relevance of community-based approaches in development theory.

The findings signify a shift in how economic empowerment is conceptualized in remote
communities. Empowerment emerges as a socially constructed process rooted in collective action
rather than individual accumulation. This shift reflects changing understandings of development
that prioritize sustainability and participation.

The results indicate that economic initiatives in remote contexts function as social practices as
much as productive activities. Social entrepreneurship becomes a site where economic, cultural, and
institutional dimensions intersect. This intersection signals the importance of socially embedded
economic strategies.

The findings also reflect broader transformations in development governance. Reduced
reliance on centralized interventions and increased emphasis on local agency characterize
contemporary approaches to rural and remote development. Social entrepreneurship exemplifies
this transition by positioning communities as active economic actors.

The study reveals that empowerment outcomes serve as indicators of community resilience
rather than absolute economic transformation. Incremental improvements in income and capacity
signal adaptive responses to structural constraints. These signals highlight the gradual and
cumulative nature of empowerment processes.

The findings carry significant implications for development policy and practice. Supporting
social entrepreneurship requires investment in capacity building, local leadership, and institutional
support rather than standardized business models. Policies must recognize the contextual realities of
remote communities.

The results suggest that development programs should integrate social objectives with
economic strategies. Empowerment outcomes are strongest when economic activities reinforce
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social cohesion and participation. This implication calls for holistic approaches to community
development.

The study also informs funding and support mechanisms for social enterprises. Flexible
financing and long-term support structures are more appropriate than short-term project funding.
Such approaches enhance sustainability and local ownership.

The findings underscore the importance of participatory development frameworks.
Empowerment is most effective when communities are involved in decision making and
governance. This implication reinforces the value of bottom-up development strategies.

The observed outcomes are shaped by the interaction between economic necessity and social
organization. Limited employment opportunities motivate communities to pursue collective
entrepreneurial solutions. Social entrepreneurship emerges as an adaptive strategy under conditions
of scarcity.

The findings reflect the role of social capital in facilitating economic activity. Trust, shared
norms, and mutual support enable collective risk taking and resource pooling. These social factors
explain why enterprises rooted in community participation demonstrate greater resilience.

The results are influenced by contextual constraints such as geographic isolation and
infrastructural limitations. These conditions restrict market expansion while encouraging localized
innovation. Social entrepreneurship adapts to these constraints by prioritizing sustainability over
rapid growth.

The outcomes also reflect human agency and local knowledge . Community members actively
shape entrepreneurial practices to align with cultural values and lived realities (Ince, 2025). This
agency accounts for the contextual specificity and diversity of empowerment pathways observed.

The findings point to the need for longitudinal research examining the long-term
sustainability of social enterprises in remote communities (Khan, 2025). Empowerment processes
evolve over time and require extended observation. Longitudinal studies can capture trajectories of
growth, adaptation, and decline.

The results suggest opportunities for comparative research across different remote regions and
cultural contexts. Comparative analysis can identify patterns and divergences in social
entrepreneurship outcomes. Such research would enhance theoretical generalization while
preserving contextual nuance.

The study highlights the value of mixed methods approaches in future research. Integrating
quantitative impact assessment with qualitative insight can strengthen evaluation of empowerment
outcomes. Methodological pluralism can deepen understanding of complex development processes.

The findings encourage further theoretical development linking social entrepreneurship with
sustainability and resilience frameworks. Expanding conceptual integration can advance scholarship
on community-based development. Such efforts are essential for informing inclusive and context-
sensitive economic empowerment strategies.

CONCLUSION

The most important finding of this study is that social entrepreneurship in remote
communities functions as a multidimensional pathway to sustainable economic empowerment
rather than merely as an income-generating activity. Social enterprises contribute to livelihood
diversification, strengthen social capital, and enhance local agency through participatory
governance and collective ownership. This finding demonstrates that economic empowerment in
remote contexts emerges through the integration of economic activity with social relationships and
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community-based institutions, allowing communities to adapt to structural constraints such as
geographic isolation and limited market access.

The principal contribution of this research lies in its conceptual integration of social
entrepreneurship and sustainable economic empowerment within remote community settings.
Conceptually, the study advances understanding of social entrepreneurship as a socially embedded
development strategy that prioritizes resilience, participation, and long-term sustainability over
short-term growth. Methodologically, the use of qualitative, community-centered inquiry provides
in-depth insight into empowerment processes often overlooked by macro-level or purely
quantitative development studies.

The study is limited by its qualitative scope and focus on selected remote communities, which
may constrain the generalizability of findings across diverse geographical and cultural contexts.
Structural changes in markets and development policy also limit the ability to capture long-term
sustainability outcomes within a single research period. Future research should adopt longitudinal
and comparative approaches, integrate mixed methods, and examine diverse models of social
entrepreneurship to further refine understanding of empowerment pathways and scalability in
remote communities.
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