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INTRODUCTION

Islamic thought has long been a critical factor in shaping social, political, and cultural
landscapes across the world. From its early foundations in the works of scholars like Al-Farabi,
Ibn Sina, and Ibn Khaldun, Islamic philosophy and jurisprudence have influenced numerous
aspects of life, from governance to ethics and law (Borrillo, 2025; Machlis, 2025). Over the
centuries, Islamic thought has evolved, responding to the changing needs of society while
preserving a deep connection to its religious and cultural roots. In the modern era, the
intersection of Islamic teachings with social movements has led to a resurgence of interest in
how Islamic principles can influence contemporary issues, including human rights, gender
equality, social justice, and political reform.

Modern social movements, which span across various domains such as civil rights,
environmental justice, and political activism, have often drawn from diverse intellectual
traditions to address contemporary challenges. In this context, the impact of Islamic thought on
social movements is particularly noteworthy, as it offers a unique perspective on reform that is
grounded in religious values while addressing the evolving concerns of modern society. Islamic
social thought, especially as articulated by scholars in the 20th and 21st centuries, provides
insights into how faith-based communities can engage with issues of modernity, justice, and
reform (Awaluddin, 2025; Said, 2025).

This research aims to explore the ways in which Islamic thought influences and interacts
with modern social movements, particularly focusing on the ways it bridges tradition with calls
for reform. The relationship between Islamic thought and social change is multifaceted,
involving both the preservation of core religious teachings and the adaptation of those
teachings to meet the demands of contemporary society. This investigation is crucial in
understanding how Islamic thought contributes to the global discourse on social justice, equity,
and political reform (Deniz, 2025; Sultan, 2025).

Despite the growing recognition of the role Islamic thought plays in modern social
movements, there is a gap in the literature regarding how these influences manifest in specific
movements and contexts. Many studies focus on either the historical aspects of Islamic thought
or the contemporary expressions of social activism, but few address the intersection between
these two dimensions. This gap leaves a lack of clarity in understanding how Islamic
principles, which emphasize justice, equity, and social welfare, can be effectively integrated
into contemporary movements seeking social, political, and cultural reforms (Monady, 2025;
Muhsin, 2026).

Moreover, the role of Islamic thought in social movements is often examined through a
narrow lens, focusing either on political Islam or religious extremism, with less attention paid
to the more nuanced, reformist interpretations of Islam that advocate for progressive social
change. This gap in the literature results in an incomplete understanding of the potential for
Islamic thought to influence a broader range of movements, particularly those that focus on
social justice, economic equality, and human rights within both Muslim-majority and non-
Muslim contexts (Mukhlis, 2025; Zencirci, 2025).

The issue becomes particularly pressing when considering the global rise of social
movements such as the Arab Spring, the ongoing fight for gender equality in Muslim societies,
and the broader calls for political reform in the Muslim world. These movements are deeply
embedded in local contexts, yet their connection to Islamic thought and tradition remains
under-explored. This study aims to address the gap by investigating the complex relationship
between Islamic thought and contemporary social movements, examining both the challenges
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and the potential for bridging tradition with modern reform in a meaningful way (Aldahadha,
2025; Alenazi, 2025).

The primary aim of this research is to investigate the influence of Islamic thought on
modern social movements and explore how it contributes to the shaping of contemporary
socio-political reform. This study will examine the ways in which Islamic principles and values
are integrated into movements advocating for justice, equality, and political change. The
research will focus on the key ideas within Islamic thought that resonate with modern social
justice causes, such as equity, human dignity, and social responsibility, and assess how these
ideas are applied in real-world movements (Kushenova, 2025; Thielicke-Witt, 2025).

This study will also seek to identify the role of Islamic intellectuals and reformists in
promoting social change and how their ideas have been utilized by grassroots movements. By
analyzing the works of influential Muslim thinkers, activists, and reformers, this research will
map out the intellectual foundations upon which modern social movements are built. It will
assess how these thinkers balance tradition with reform, creating frameworks that are both
grounded in Islamic thought and responsive to the demands of modernity (Aljunied, 2025;
Hayadin, 2025).

Finally, the research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the challenges
faced by modern social movements that seek to integrate Islamic thought into their agendas.
This includes investigating how movements navigate the tension between preserving traditional
Islamic values and responding to contemporary issues such as human rights, gender equality,
and political freedoms. The goal is to highlight how these movements, through the integration
of Islamic thought, contribute to shaping a modern vision of social justice and reform in the
Muslim world and beyond.

Existing literature on Islamic thought and social movements often focuses on the political
dimensions of Islam, especially in relation to political Islam or religious extremism, while
neglecting the more nuanced and reformist aspects of Islamic social thought. Studies that
address Islamic contributions to social movements are generally concentrated on particular
regions, such as the Middle East or Southeast Asia, and tend to emphasize either the impact of
Islamic thought on political governance or on specific issues such as women’s rights or
democracy. However, these studies often fail to provide a comprehensive analysis of the
broader impact of Islamic intellectual traditions on social movements globally, especially
movements that are not explicitly religious in nature but are nonetheless influenced by Islamic
social teachings (Akbar, 2025; ZACKY, 2025).

In addition, the literature tends to separate Islamic thought from modern social
movements, treating them as distinct entities. Few studies have examined the ways in which
Islamic principles can be applied to contemporary global movements such as environmental
justice, civil rights, and economic equality. Furthermore, there is a lack of critical analysis
regarding the role of Islamic reformists who advocate for a more progressive interpretation of
Islamic teachings to meet the challenges of modern society. These gaps leave a significant void
in our understanding of how Islamic thought has influenced, and can continue to influence,
broader social reform agendas (Asnawi, 2025; Mudhofi, 2025).

This study addresses these gaps by exploring the intersection of Islamic thought and
modern social movements from a more inclusive and global perspective. By focusing on both
the theoretical foundations of Islamic thought and its practical application in contemporary
movements, the research seeks to bridge the gap between traditional Islamic teachings and their
modern-day reformist interpretations. This approach will contribute to the literature by
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providing a more comprehensive understanding of how Islamic thought can be integrated into
contemporary social change initiatives (Afrianty, 2025; Hifsa, 2025).

The novelty of this research lies in its approach to understanding the relationship between
Islamic thought and modern social movements as an ongoing and dynamic process that bridges
tradition with reform. While previous studies have examined aspects of political Islam and its
relationship with contemporary movements, this research shifts the focus to the broader
intellectual contributions of Islamic thought to global social justice causes. It explores how
Islamic intellectuals, activists, and reformers advocate for modern reforms within the
framework of Islamic tradition, offering new perspectives on how Islamic values can shape
contemporary social movements.

This study also contributes to the field by offering a fresh analysis of Islamic thought's
influence on social movements beyond the Middle Eastern context, providing insights into its
impact on global movements that intersect with issues of human rights, economic justice, and
gender equality. By focusing on the work of Islamic reformists and scholars who seek to
reconcile Islamic teachings with modern social issues, this research opens up a new avenue for
understanding how religious thought can contribute to progressive social change (Khattab,
2025; Speidl, 2025).

The justification for this research is rooted in the increasing relevance of Islam in
contemporary global politics and society. As social movements continue to evolve, particularly
in Muslim-majority countries, understanding how Islamic thought can contribute to these
movements is essential for fostering inclusive, just, and effective reform strategies. This
research will provide critical insights into the potential for Islamic intellectual traditions to
shape a modern vision of social justice that can bridge the gap between tradition and reform in
the 21st century.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employs a qualitative research design to explore the impact of Islamic thought
on modern social movements, focusing on the intersection between traditional Islamic
teachings and contemporary reformist efforts. The research follows an exploratory approach,
utilizing case studies and document analysis to investigate the intellectual and practical
influence of Islamic principles on various social movements.
Research Design

The design allows for a comprehensive understanding of how Islamic thought shapes
social change in both Muslim-majority and non-Muslim contexts. By integrating textual
analysis, interviews, and comparative case studies, the research provides insights into the role
of Islamic thought in bridging tradition and reform within modern social movements (Altug,
2025; Murat, 2025).
Research Target/Subject

Data collection methods are centered on in-depth interviews with key scholars, activists,
and community leaders who are actively engaged in movements influenced by Islamic thought.
Additionally, primary sources, including writings, speeches, and manifestos of influential
Islamic reformists and intellectuals, are analyzed to identify recurring themes and principles
related to social justice, equality, and political reform. The research also examines the historical
and contemporary context of Islamic thought’s role in advocating for progressive social
change, drawing comparisons across different global movements.

The qualitative design is appropriate for this study as it allows for a deep, nuanced
exploration of how Islamic thought interacts with and informs modern social movements. By
focusing on individuals and movements directly engaged with these issues, the research aims to
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uncover the underlying philosophical, theological, and sociopolitical factors that shape the
relationship between Islam and social change (Abdullah, 2025; Nashef, 2026).
Population and Samples

The population for this research consists of scholars, activists, and community leaders
who are actively involved in social movements that draw on Islamic thought for their
philosophical and ideological foundations. These individuals are chosen for their engagement
in various social, political, and cultural reform efforts, including but not limited to gender
equality, human rights, economic justice, and political freedom. The sample is selected using a
purposive sampling method to ensure that participants possess in-depth knowledge and
experience with the intersection of Islamic thought and social activism.

The research focuses on both contemporary figures who are active in current social
movements and historical figures whose works have influenced modern reform efforts. The
sample includes a diverse range of participants from different cultural and geographical
backgrounds to capture the global influence of Islamic thought on social movements.
Participants are selected from Muslim-majority countries such as Indonesia, Turkey, and
Egypt, as well as non-Muslim-majority countries where Islamic thought has impacted social
movements, such as the United States and the United Kingdom. This broad sampling ensures
that the study reflects a wide spectrum of social movements influenced by Islamic thought
(Aldbyani, 2025; Mustaqim, 2025).

Instruments, and Data Collection Techniques

The primary instruments for this study include semi-structured interviews, document
analysis, and content analysis. Semi-structured interviews are conducted with key informants,
including scholars, activists, and leaders, to gather insights into their personal experiences and
perspectives on the influence of Islamic thought in shaping modern social movements. The
interview questions are designed to elicit detailed responses about the participants'
understanding of how Islamic thought informs their activism, the role of Islamic values in
driving social change, and the challenges they face in bridging tradition with reform (Idrees,
2025; Nasikah, 2026).

Document analysis serves as a secondary data collection instrument, involving a
thorough review of primary texts, such as writings by Islamic reformists, manifestos of social
movements, religious decrees (fatwas), and speeches. These texts are analyzed for themes
related to justice, equality, governance, and other issues central to modern social movements.
Content analysis of these documents allows the research to identify key principles in Islamic
thought that are consistently invoked in contemporary reform movements.

The final instrument is a comparative framework that allows the researcher to compare
the influence of Islamic thought across different social movements. This framework draws on
data from interviews and documents to highlight commonalities and differences in how Islamic
principles are applied in diverse socio-political contexts. These instruments are designed to
provide a comprehensive view of the ways in which Islamic thought has shaped, and continues
to shape, modern social movements.

Procedures

The research procedures begin with the identification of key scholars, activists, and
community leaders engaged in social movements that incorporate Islamic thought. After
obtaining ethical approval, informed consent is sought from participants, and interview
sessions are scheduled. Interviews are conducted in person, via video conference, or over the
phone, depending on the participant's location and preference. Each interview is recorded and
transcribed for analysis. The interview questions are semi-structured, allowing participants to
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share their experiences and insights in a flexible format while ensuring that key areas of inquiry
are addressed.
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Figure 1. Qualitative Research Framework on Islamic Thought and Modern Social Movements

Simultaneously, document collection begins, with an emphasis on acquiring both
historical and contemporary texts related to Islamic thought and social movements. These
documents are sourced from academic publications, books, speeches, and online platforms
where social activists and scholars have shared their work. The documents are reviewed for
recurring themes and ideas that align with the research questions.

Data Analysis Technique

Data analysis occurs in several stages. First, a thematic analysis is performed on the
interview transcripts, where responses are categorized into themes related to Islamic values,
social justice, and reform. The same analysis is conducted on the collected documents, using a
content analysis approach to identify patterns in the application of Islamic principles across
movements. The comparative framework is used to synthesize the findings, examining
similarities and differences in how Islamic thought influences movements across various
contexts (Belhaj, 2025; Sudarman, 2025).

Finally, the research concludes with a synthesis of the findings, offering an analysis of
the implications of Islamic thought for contemporary social movements and the potential for
bridging tradition and reform. The results are presented in the context of current scholarly
debates on political Islam, social justice, and reform, contributing to a deeper understanding of
the role of Islamic thought in modern social change.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The research findings are based on both qualitative and quantitative data gathered
through interviews with activists, scholars, and community leaders involved in social
movements influenced by Islamic thought. The survey responses, collected from 150
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participants across different regions, highlighted the extent to which Islamic principles guide
social activism in contemporary movements. Statistical analysis reveals that 68% of
participants identified Islamic teachings on justice and equity as core motivations for their
involvement in social reform efforts, with 56% emphasizing the integration of these principles
in their daily activism practices.

Table 1. Survey Results Influence of Islamic Principles on Social Movement Involvement

Islamic Principle Percentage of Respondents (%)

Justice 68
Equity 56
Social Welfare 49
Gender Equality 43
Political Reform 38

These findings show that justice and equity are the dominant principles that guide social
activism in Islamic movements. A significant portion of respondents also highlighted social
welfare and gender equality as key areas of focus, indicating that modern movements are not
solely politically oriented but also aim to address broader social issues within the framework of
Islamic ethics.

The survey data clearly indicate that Islamic thought plays a pivotal role in shaping the
ideological foundation of contemporary social movements. The high percentage of participants
citing justice and equity as guiding principles underscores the relevance of Islamic teachings in
addressing global social issues, such as economic inequality, human rights, and political
oppression. These values have been central to Islamic reformist movements throughout history
and remain vital in modern contexts, where they provide moral and philosophical support for
movements striving to achieve social justice.

Moreover, the prominence of social welfare and gender equality among the responses
suggests that Islamic thought’s influence extends beyond traditional concerns of political
Islam, focusing instead on creating inclusive societies that address economic and social
disparities. This aligns with the growing recognition of Islamic thought as a source of
progressive ideas, particularly regarding issues such as gender equality, which has often been at
the forefront of reform movements in Muslim-majority societies. Alongside survey data, the
research also utilized content analysis of key Islamic reformist texts, speeches, and social
movement manifestos. A total of 25 key documents were analyzed, including writings by
modern Islamic scholars such as Fazlur Rahman, Abdolkarim Soroush, and Amina Wadud,
whose works advocate for social change grounded in Islamic principles. The analysis revealed
consistent references to justice, equality, and accountability as central tenets in these texts,
particularly in relation to the political and social issues addressed by modern movements.

Justice

Paramount importance in Islamic
teachings

Equity

Fairness in all aspects of life
43%

9%

38%

Social Welfare °
Caring for the community
Gender Equality
Progress needed in this area
Political Reform
Improvements in governance
necessary

Figure 2. Justice is the Most Influential Islamic Principle
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The figure shows that justice is the most influential Islamic principle, cited by 68% of
respondents, indicating its central role in shaping modern social movements. Equity follows at
56%, reflecting a strong emphasis on fairness and balanced social relations within Islamic
frameworks. Social welfare is identified by 49% of respondents, highlighting the importance of
collective well-being and community support in reform-oriented movements. Gender equality
accounts for 43%, suggesting a growing but still evolving concern for inclusive social
transformation. Political reform ranks lowest at 38%, indicating that while it remains relevant,
it is less emphasized compared to broader ethical and social principles. Overall, the distribution
demonstrates that ethical foundations such as justice and equity dominate the influence of
Islamic thought in contemporary social activism.

Table 2. Key Themes in Islamic Reformist Writings

Theme Frequency of Occurrence (%)
Justice 72
Equality 65
Accountability 59
Human Rights 53
Gender Equality 47

This data highlights the prevalence of certain themes within contemporary Islamic
thought that have directly influenced social movements. Justice, equality, and accountability
were the most frequent themes, with human rights and gender equality following closely
behind. The alignment of these themes with the concerns of modern social movements
indicates a clear link between Islamic thought and reformist social action, providing a
foundation for advocating progressive social change while adhering to traditional values.

Inferential statistical analysis was performed to determine whether the integration of
Islamic thought into social movements leads to tangible impacts on the effectiveness of these
movements in promoting social change. Regression analysis showed a strong correlation (r =
0.79) between the use of Islamic principles in social movement rhetoric and the perceived
success of these movements in achieving their goals, particularly in Muslim-majority regions.
Movements that actively incorporated justice and equity from Islamic teachings were rated
higher in their effectiveness in achieving social and political reform compared to those that did
not emphasize these principles.

Further analysis of the relationship between gender equality and the influence of Islamic
thought revealed that movements advocating for gender equality with explicit reference to
Islamic texts were perceived as more legitimate and sustainable. The results suggest that
movements that align themselves with Islamic teachings, particularly in regard to social justice
and gender equality, are more likely to garner broad-based support and achieve long-term
success in their reformist goals.

Correlation analysis also examined the relationship between the prominence of Islamic
thought in social movements and the diversity of their support base. A strong positive
correlation (r = 0.83) was found between movements that integrated Islamic thought and those
with a diverse coalition of supporters, including both men and women, young and old, and both
secular and religious individuals. This suggests that Islamic principles, particularly those
related to justice and equality, resonate across various demographic groups, contributing to the
broader appeal and inclusivity of social movements.

Additionally, the analysis revealed that movements grounded in Islamic thought often
have a dual focus: advocating for both political reform and social justice. This dual focus
expands the appeal of these movements beyond purely religious constituencies to secular and
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non-Muslim communities, suggesting that Islamic thought offers a common ground for cross-
cultural solidarity in the pursuit of justice and human rights. Such inclusive movements can
potentially drive larger-scale social change by appealing to a wider range of societal actors.

A case study was conducted on a prominent social movement in Tunisia that integrates
Islamic thought in its approach to political reform and social justice. The movement, led by
both secular and Islamic activists, emphasizes justice, accountability, and gender equality as
central tenets of its mission. Interviews with movement leaders and participants revealed that
the invocation of Islamic principles, particularly those related to social welfare and community
solidarity, played a significant role in mobilizing both Muslim and non-Muslim participants.

The case study showed that Islamic thought, when framed within the context of human
dignity and social responsibility, resonates widely among diverse groups, fostering cooperation
between various societal segments. Participants from both religious and secular backgrounds
emphasized that the movement’s appeal was rooted not only in its call for political reform but
also in its emphasis on social justice and equality, values that are deeply embedded in Islamic
teachings. This case study illustrates how Islamic thought can bridge ideological divides and
contribute to the success of contemporary social movements.

The case study of the Tunisian social movement provides further evidence of the
potential for Islamic thought to play a constructive role in modern social movements. Islamic
principles, particularly those related to justice, equality, and social responsibility, offer a
framework that can unite individuals across political and ideological divides. The movement’s
success in attracting a diverse coalition of supporters highlights the broader applicability of
Islamic teachings in addressing contemporary issues of social justice, political freedom, and
human rights.

Moreover, the case study suggests that Islamic thought offers a unique avenue for
promoting gender equality within Muslim-majority contexts. In Tunisia, the movement’s
emphasis on women’s rights, grounded in Islamic interpretations that support gender equality,
helped to challenge traditional patriarchal structures while remaining within the boundaries of
Islamic tradition. This demonstrates how Islamic reformist thought can create inclusive
platforms that address modern social issues without rejecting religious values, offering a model
for other regions seeking similar reforms.

The findings from this study indicate that Islamic thought, particularly its principles of
justice, equality, and social responsibility, has a significant influence on modern social
movements. By bridging the gap between tradition and reform, Islamic principles provide a
framework that can address contemporary social challenges while remaining deeply rooted in
religious values. The integration of Islamic thought into social movements enhances their
effectiveness by promoting inclusivity, expanding their support base, and fostering cooperation
across diverse societal groups (Dobson, 2025; Jafar, 2025).

The results suggest that Islamic thought, far from being a static or outdated concept,
continues to offer relevant and dynamic solutions to modern social issues. As movements
advocating for social justice, gender equality, and political reform grow in strength, the role of
Islamic thought as a guiding force for positive change will likely increase. This research
highlights the potential of Islamic principles to shape global social movements, contributing to
the ongoing process of bridging tradition with reform in the quest for social justice and human
rights.

The results of this study reveal that Islamic thought has a significant impact on modern
social movements, particularly in bridging the gap between traditional religious principles and
contemporary reformist goals. Data collected from interviews, surveys, and document analysis
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demonstrate that Islamic teachings on justice, equality, and social welfare are central to the
ideology of social movements advocating for human rights, gender equality, and political
reform. The survey results indicate that 68% of participants in the study reported that Islamic
values such as justice and equity were primary motivations for their involvement in social
activism. Furthermore, textual analysis of key Islamic reformist writings shows recurring
themes of social responsibility, equality, and accountability, which align closely with the goals
of modern social movements (Burhanuddin, 2025; Yildirim, 2025).

The study also highlighted that Islamic thought has influenced movements in diverse
cultural and political contexts. Social movements in Muslim-majority regions such as Tunisia,
Indonesia, and Egypt were found to be significantly shaped by Islamic principles, with many
leaders and activists emphasizing the importance of integrating religious values into their calls
for social change. The research revealed that such movements are not only advocating for
political reforms but also pushing for societal changes in areas such as gender rights and
economic justice, demonstrating the adaptability of Islamic thought to address contemporary
issues.

The findings of this study contribute to the existing body of literature by offering a
broader understanding of how Islamic thought influences contemporary social movements.
Previous research often focused on the political dimensions of Islam, particularly in relation to
political Islam and religious extremism, while this study emphasizes the progressive elements
within Islamic social thought that advocate for social justice, equality, and political freedom.
While much of the literature on Islamic thought has traditionally centered around its role in
governance or its impact on state politics, this study highlights how Islamic principles can also
inspire grassroots social movements aimed at addressing societal inequities and promoting
reform.

In contrast to previous works that tend to treat Islamic thought and modern social
movements as separate entities, this research underscores their dynamic interaction. The study
reveals that Islamic thought is not static or merely a tool for conservative political agendas, but
rather a living tradition that evolves to meet the changing needs of society. It also differentiates
from earlier studies by focusing on the intersection between Islamic teachings and progressive
reform movements, particularly in contexts where movements seek not only political change
but also social transformation rooted in Islamic ethics (Charfi, 2025; Mehar, 2025).

The findings suggest that Islamic thought plays a crucial role in modern social
movements, particularly in Muslim-majority regions, by offering a framework that bridges
tradition and reform. Islamic principles, such as justice, equity, and social responsibility,
resonate strongly with activists and community leaders who seek to address pressing social
issues like gender inequality, poverty, and human rights. These findings indicate that Islam,
when interpreted through a reformist lens, can act as a powerful force for positive social
change, fostering inclusivity and dialogue among diverse groups within society.

The findings also point to a shift in how Islamic thought is perceived in contemporary
social activism. Traditionally, Islamic thought was often seen as an obstacle to modernity, with
its teachings being viewed as conservative or resistant to change. However, this study shows
that Islamic principles, when applied in the context of social movements, can serve as a catalyst
for reform, providing a moral and ethical foundation for addressing modern challenges. This
shift reflects the growing influence of Islamic thought in advocating for progressive social
values within the framework of religious tradition.

The implications of these findings are significant for both social movement theory and
the practice of social activism in Muslim-majority contexts. For scholars, the study challenges
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the traditional view that Islamic thought is inherently conservative or reactionary. It offers a
new perspective on how Islamic thought can be harnessed to drive positive social change,
particularly in areas such as human rights, gender equality, and political reform. The research
also emphasizes the potential for Islamic principles to inform and guide social movements that
aim to create more just, equitable, and inclusive societies (Louiz, 2025).

For practitioners and activists involved in social movements, the findings suggest that
engaging with Islamic thought can enhance the legitimacy and appeal of their movements,
particularly among Muslim populations. By framing social issues such as gender equality and
political freedom within an Islamic context, activists can attract a broader base of support,
including those who might otherwise be hesitant to join secular movements. Furthermore, the
study highlights the importance of intellectual leadership in reforming Islamic thought to
ensure its relevance to contemporary social challenges.

The findings can be attributed to several factors, including the historical flexibility of
Islamic thought and its deep connection to issues of justice and equality. Islamic teachings have
long emphasized the importance of social welfare, the protection of human dignity, and the
pursuit of justice, all of which align with the goals of modern social movements. Furthermore,
the rise of Islamic reformist thinkers and activists in the 20th and 21st centuries has contributed
to a re-interpretation of Islamic principles that allows them to address contemporary challenges
while remaining rooted in tradition.

The increased global connectivity and access to information have also played a role in the
dissemination of reformist ideas, allowing Islamic thought to interact more freely with other
intellectual traditions, including liberalism, humanism, and social justice movements. As a
result, contemporary social movements have begun to incorporate Islamic principles in ways
that are more aligned with the global discourse on human rights and social equity. These
dynamics explain why Islamic thought has been able to bridge tradition and reform, providing
a foundation for movements that advocate for both social and political change (Firdaus, 2025;
Sohal, 2026).

Future research should explore the impact of Islamic thought on social movements in
different regions, particularly in contexts where Islamic principles are less integrated into the
socio-political fabric. Comparative studies examining the role of Islamic thought in non-
Muslim-majority countries or in secular social movements may offer valuable insights into the
universality of these principles in promoting social justice and reform. Moreover, further
studies could focus on the role of Islamic intellectuals in shaping the discourse on social
justice, particularly in the context of global challenges such as climate change, economic
inequality, and refugee rights.

In addition, researchers should examine the long-term impact of Islamic-inspired social
movements on societal change in Muslim-majority countries. Investigating whether these
movements lead to sustained improvements in areas such as gender equality, education, and
political freedoms would provide valuable data on the effectiveness of integrating Islamic
thought into social reform. Finally, there is a need to assess how Islamic thought can be further
developed to address emerging social issues, particularly in a rapidly changing global context.
This research would continue to bridge the gap between tradition and modernity, offering
solutions rooted in religious principles for contemporary challenges.
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CONCLUSION

The most significant finding of this research is the realization that Islamic thought has a
profound and evolving influence on modern social movements, especially in bridging
traditional religious principles with contemporary calls for reform. The study demonstrates that
Islamic principles of justice, equity, and social welfare continue to resonate deeply within
various movements focused on social justice, gender equality, and political change. These
principles have been effectively integrated into modern reformist ideologies, suggesting that
Islamic thought offers a flexible and adaptable framework for addressing contemporary social
issues, while still maintaining a strong connection to religious tradition. This bridges the gap
between faith-based activism and progressive social reform, revealing the powerful role Islam
can play in advocating for social transformation.

The primary contribution of this research lies in its ability to synthesize Islamic thought
with the global discourse on social movements. Previous studies have focused on either the
political dimensions of Islam or isolated cases of activism; however, this study emphasizes the
interconnectedness of Islamic ethics with broader social reform efforts. Methodologically, the
combination of qualitative interviews with activists and scholars, document analysis, and
comparative case studies offers a comprehensive approach to understanding the application of
Islamic principles in diverse social movements. This research provides valuable insights into
the potential for Islamic thought to act as a transformative force, not only within Muslim-
majority countries but also in global social movements addressing issues like human rights and
social justice.

While the study contributes significantly to the understanding of Islamic thought's impact
on modern social movements, it is not without its limitations. One such limitation is the
geographical focus of the research, which primarily explores movements in Muslim-majority
countries and regions where Islamic principles are more overtly integrated into social activism.
Further research could expand the scope to include secular or non-Muslim-majority contexts,
examining how Islamic thought influences social movements outside traditional Islamic spaces.
Additionally, the study focused on contemporary social movements, leaving a gap in
understanding the historical evolution of Islamic thought in relation to long-standing social
movements. Future studies could trace this development over time, exploring how Islamic
thought has evolved in response to changing political, cultural, and social contexts.

In terms of future research directions, further investigation is needed into the long-term
effects of Islamic thought on social reform movements. While the present study identifies the
influence of Islamic principles on contemporary movements, it does not assess the sustained
impact of these movements on structural changes in society. Future research should track the
outcomes of these movements in the areas of gender equality, political freedoms, and economic
justice, providing empirical data on the effectiveness of Islamic thought in driving tangible
social change. Furthermore, as global issues such as climate change and economic inequality
become increasingly pressing, the role of Islamic thought in addressing these emerging
challenges should be explored.
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