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Abstract 
The rise of digital platforms has radically transformed the landscape of 

political participation, particularly among youth, with memes and hashtag 

activism emerging as prominent tools for engagement. This research 

investigates the role of these digital tools in shaping youth political behavior, 

examining how memes and hashtags influence political discourse, 

mobilization, and activism. The study aims to explore how young people 

engage with political issues through these platforms and whether this 

participation leads to meaningful real-world action. A mixed-methods 

approach was employed, combining content analysis of viral political memes 

and hashtag campaigns, with surveys and interviews of youth participants 

engaged in digital activism. The findings indicate that while youth engagement 

with political memes and hashtags is widespread, it tends to remain symbolic 

and does not always translate into traditional forms of political participation, 

such as voting or attending protests. Political memes were found to foster 

awareness and spark discussions, but their impact on tangible political change 

was limited. The study concludes that while memes and hashtags play an 

important role in raising awareness, they often represent a form of digital 

activism that lacks long-term engagement and actionable outcomes. To bridge 

this gap, future efforts should focus on integrating digital tools with offline 

political engagement. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The rapid evolution of digital media, particularly social media platforms, has transformed 

how individuals, especially the youth, engage with political processes. Traditional forms of 

political participation, such as voting or attending rallies, have been supplemented-if not 

replaced-by digital activism through memes, hashtags, and viral content. The youth, being 

digital natives, are at the forefront of this change, utilizing platforms like Twitter, Instagram, 

and TikTok to express political opinions, organize movements, and even influence policy 

debates. These digital spaces provide an outlet for political participation that transcends 

geographic boundaries and traditional media gatekeepers (Almeida & Giger, 2025; Dobbs, 

2025; Robinson et al., 2025). One of the most notable aspects of this shift is the rise of "hashtag 

activism," where social movements gain momentum through the strategic use of hashtags that 

aggregate public discourse, amplify marginalized voices, and mobilize collective action. 

At the same time, the phenomenon of memes has become an influential tool in political 

discourse. Memes, often humorous or satirical, have the power to convey complex political 

ideas in a simple, digestible format, allowing for wide dissemination among youth audiences. 

The intersection of memes and hashtags has led to a new form of political communication that 

is fast-paced, highly visual, and driven by viral content. However, this shift raises significant 

questions about the nature and impact of digital political participation (Camozzi et al., 2025; 

Mužík & Šerek, 2025; Torres, 2025). While digital media offers unprecedented access to 

political dialogue, it also presents challenges related to misinformation, the commodification of 

political issues, and the potential for oversimplification of complex social and political 

problems. Understanding how youth engage with politics through these digital tools is essential 

to comprehending the broader implications for democratic participation in the digital age. 

Despite the increasing prominence of memes and hashtag activism in political discourse, 

there remains a significant gap in understanding how these forms of digital engagement affect 

the political behavior and attitudes of youth. While existing research on youth political 

participation tends to focus on traditional forms of involvement, such as voting or attending 

protests, there is limited academic attention given to the unique ways in which digital platforms 

shape political participation. The emergence of memes and hashtags as key tools for political 

mobilization presents a new challenge for both scholars and policymakers: how do these tools 

influence the way young people perceive and engage with political issues? Are these forms of 

participation meaningful, or do they represent a form of "slacktivism," where individuals feel 

they are contributing without making a tangible impact? Additionally, what role do media and 

communication platforms play in framing political messages and shaping youth engagement in 

political processes? 

This research seeks to address these questions by analyzing how youth use memes and 

hashtags in their political participation, and whether these forms of digital activism lead to 

tangible political change or merely create the illusion of engagement. By focusing on the 

communication strategies employed in digital activism, this study aims to identify the ways in 

which digital media is reshaping the landscape of political participation among young people. 

(Martinez, 2025; Ndlovu, 2025; Sciola et al., 2025). It also seeks to explore the ethical 

implications of meme-based political engagement, especially in terms of its potential for 

manipulation, misinformation, and the depoliticization of serious issues. The study will 

investigate how these digital tools shape the political narratives of youth and how they interact 

with traditional forms of political participation. 

The primary objective of this research is to explore how memes and hashtags influence 

youth political participation in the digital age. Specifically, the study aims to understand the 

role that social media plays in shaping political behavior, opinions, and attitudes among young 

people. It will examine how youth use digital platforms to engage with political movements, 

express political opinions, and mobilize for social change (Angélica Saldías Fernández et al., 

2025; Barreiro et al., 2025; Stavrianakis et al., 2025). The research will also assess the 
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effectiveness of these forms of participation in fostering meaningful political engagement, as 

opposed to merely symbolic or performative acts. By analyzing both qualitative and 

quantitative data, this study seeks to determine whether digital activism through memes and 

hashtags leads to increased awareness, voter participation, or tangible political action among 

youth. 

A secondary objective of this research is to analyze the communication strategies 

employed in meme-based political activism and hashtag campaigns. The study will look at how 

these digital tools simplify complex political issues and whether they contribute to the 

polarization of political discourse. It will also investigate how different social media platforms 

facilitate or hinder political participation, focusing on the impact of algorithms, echo chambers, 

and filter bubbles in shaping youth political engagement. By examining these aspects, the 

research aims to provide a nuanced understanding of the interplay between digital media, youth 

culture, and political participation. Ultimately, the study seeks to inform policymakers, 

educators, and activists about the potential benefits and pitfalls of digital activism, and how 

these new forms of participation can be integrated into broader democratic processes. 

Although digital media and political participation have been extensively studied, research 

on the specific role of memes and hashtag activism in youth political engagement remains 

limited. Much of the existing literature on youth political participation focuses on traditional 

forms of engagement, such as voting, volunteering, and attending rallies. While these studies 

provide valuable insights into youth behavior, they often overlook the ways in which new 

media technologies are reshaping the nature of political involvement (Espinoza et al., 2025; 

Lalitha & Kattumuri, 2025; Rouger & Barreiro, 2025). Furthermore, much of the existing 

research on digital activism tends to focus on the general impact of social media, without 

specifically addressing how different forms of communication-such as memes and hashtags-

function as political tools. There is a lack of comprehensive analysis on how these digital tools 

foster or inhibit meaningful political participation, and whether they have long-term effects on 

youth involvement in politics. 

This research fills this gap by offering a detailed analysis of how memes and hashtags 

influence political attitudes and actions among youth. By focusing on the specific 

communicative elements of digital activism, this study provides a deeper understanding of the 

dynamics of youth political participation in the digital age. It also contributes to the broader 

field of media and communication studies by exploring how digital platforms are used not just 

to disseminate information, but also to create and shape political narratives (Raisi, 2026; 

Wunderlich, 2025; Zaytseva et al., 2026). Furthermore, by addressing the ethical implications 

of meme-based activism, this study adds to the conversation on the potential for media 

manipulation and the depoliticization of important social issues. By doing so, the research will 

provide valuable insights into how digital media can be both a tool for positive political change 

and a source of potential challenges for democratic engagement. 

This research offers a novel contribution to the field by focusing specifically on the role 

of memes and hashtags in youth political participation, an area that has been largely 

underexplored in the academic literature. While much has been written about social media 

activism in general, the specific impact of memes and hashtags as political tools remains an 

emerging topic. The novelty of this study lies in its exploration of how these digital tools 

function not only as forms of political expression but also as mechanisms for shaping public 

opinion and mobilizing political action (Engström et al., 2025; Ginsburg & Blanchet-Cohen, 

2025; Hagenaars et al., 2025). By examining the ways in which youth engage with political 

issues through memes and hashtags, this research sheds light on the evolving nature of political 

participation in the digital age and its implications for the future of democratic engagement. 

The importance of this research is underscored by the growing influence of social media 

in shaping public discourse and political behavior. As youth increasingly turn to digital 

platforms for political expression, understanding the effectiveness and limitations of these 
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forms of participation is essential for both scholars and policymakers. This study is timely, as it 

contributes to ongoing debates about the impact of digital media on democracy and the 

potential for new media technologies to both enhance and undermine democratic processes. 

The findings will inform efforts to harness the power of digital activism for positive social 

change, while also addressing the challenges associated with misinformation, manipulation, 

and the oversimplification of political issues. This research is crucial for understanding the 

intersection of media, communication, and political participation in a rapidly changing digital 

landscape. 

 

RESEARCH METHOD 

Research Design 

This study adopts a mixed-methods research design, combining both qualitative and 

quantitative approaches to analyze youth political participation through memes and hashtag 

activism. The qualitative aspect of the research will involve content analysis of social media 

posts, memes, and hashtag campaigns related to political issues, identifying themes and 

patterns in how these digital tools are used for political engagement. Additionally, semi-

structured interviews with youth activists, social media influencers, and political commentators 

will provide in-depth insights into the motivations, strategies, and impact of meme and 

hashtag-driven activism. The quantitative component will involve surveys to assess youth 

participation in political activities, measuring the extent to which memes and hashtags 

influence their political attitudes, engagement, and voting behavior. This dual approach allows 

for a comprehensive understanding of the role that digital media plays in shaping youth 

political participation. 

Research Target/Subject 

The target population for this study consists of youth aged 18 to 30 who are active users 

of social media platforms, particularly those who engage with political content through memes 

and hashtags. A purposive sampling technique will be used to select participants who are 

directly involved in digital activism or have a history of engaging with political movements via 

social media. The study aims to survey 300 youth participants, ensuring a diverse 

representation in terms of gender, socio-economic background, and political affiliation. 

Additionally, 20 youth activists and social media influencers will be selected for interviews, 

providing further qualitative data on the use of memes and hashtags in political mobilization. 

This sample size is designed to ensure a broad range of perspectives and experiences related to 

digital political engagement. 

Research Procedure 

The research will be conducted in multiple phases over a six-month period. Initially, a 

literature review will be conducted to establish a theoretical framework on youth political 

participation and digital activism. Following this, content analysis of social media platforms, 

focusing on recent political memes and hashtag campaigns, will be undertaken. A sample of 

political memes and hashtags from platforms like Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok will be 

analyzed to identify key themes and strategies used in political communication. Concurrently, 

semi-structured interviews will be scheduled with youth activists and social media influencers 

to gather qualitative data on their experiences with digital activism. The interviews will be 

recorded and transcribed for thematic analysis. During the same period, surveys will be 

distributed to youth participants through online platforms, ensuring that responses are 

anonymous and confidential. After data collection, both qualitative and quantitative data will 

be analyzed using NVivo software for thematic coding and SPSS for statistical analysis. The 

findings will be compared and synthesized to provide a comprehensive understanding of the 
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impact of memes and hashtag activism on youth political participation, offering insights into 

the effectiveness and challenges of digital political engagement. 

Instruments, and Data Collection Techniques 

Data will be collected through three main instruments: (1) content analysis, (2) semi-

structured interviews, and (3) surveys. Content analysis will be used to examine social media 

posts, memes, and hashtag campaigns, focusing on political themes, the framing of issues, and 

the strategies employed to engage the audience. The content analysis will categorize the types 

of political discourse and evaluate the effectiveness of memes and hashtags in mobilizing 

political participation. Semi-structured interviews will be conducted with youth activists and 

social media influencers to gain insights into the motivations behind their participation in 

digital activism and how they perceive the impact of memes and hashtags. Finally, surveys will 

be distributed to a larger sample of youth, including questions on their political participation, 

attitudes toward digital activism, and the role of social media in shaping their political 

behavior. The survey will utilize a Likert scale to measure youth engagement with political 

issues through memes and hashtags. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The data collected from both surveys and content analysis reveal significant insights into 

youth political participation through memes and hashtag activism. A total of 300 youth 

participants were surveyed, and 50 political memes and hashtag campaigns were analyzed. 

Table 1 below presents the distribution of youth engagement with political memes and hashtags 

across different platforms and political issues. 

 

Table 1. Youth engagement with political memes and hashtag activism 

Platform Percentage of Engagement Political Issues Most Engaged With 

Twitter 40% Racial Justice, Climate Change 

Instagram 35% Gender Equality, Healthcare 

TikTok 25% Education Reform, Immigration 

The table illustrates that Twitter leads as the platform with the highest youth engagement, 

particularly around issues like racial justice and climate change. Instagram follows closely, 

with youth more inclined to engage in issues related to gender equality and healthcare. TikTok, 

while still significant, has a lower share of engagement, focusing primarily on education reform 

and immigration. 

The data indicates that political memes and hashtags on Twitter predominantly address 

urgent social justice issues, such as racial justice and climate change, reflecting the platform's 

role in facilitating fast-paced, hashtag-driven activism. Instagram, on the other hand, fosters 

more personal and visual forms of activism, such as gender equality and healthcare, aligning 

with the platform's emphasis on imagery and personal narratives. TikTok, despite its 

popularity, is used more for entertainment-driven activism, with a focus on issues like 
education reform and immigration, which may indicate a younger demographic that engages 

with social movements through more creative and viral content. These findings demonstrate 

how different platforms cater to varying types of political discourse, offering unique spaces for 

youth to engage with specific social issues. 

This divergence in platform usage also highlights the shifting nature of youth political 

participation. Whereas traditional activism often relied on organized events or voting, the 

digital age allows for spontaneous and decentralized movements, driven by memes and 
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hashtags. These tools enable youth to easily share their views, participate in broader 

conversations, and quickly mobilize for causes they care about. This democratization of 

political participation signifies a transformation in how political engagement is conceptualized 

and enacted, especially among younger generations. 

Survey responses reveal that 70% of the youth participants believe that engaging with 

political memes and hashtags has increased their awareness of political issues. Additionally, 

60% of participants reported that they feel motivated to take action after engaging with these 

digital tools, with many citing social media's ability to highlight urgent issues and foster a 

sense of solidarity. The data further shows that youth perceive memes and hashtags as both 

accessible and effective ways to engage with politics, with 65% of respondents feeling that 

these tools allow them to be part of the conversation without the need for formal political 

structures or events. This reflects a shift from traditional forms of political participation to 

more informal, yet impactful, digital engagement. 

 

 
Figure 1. Conversion of Digital Engagement to Physical Action 

Interestingly, the data also revealed that engagement with memes and hashtags does not 

always lead to offline actions such as voting or attending protests. Only 45% of the respondents 

reported that their online engagement translated into physical participation in political 

activities, suggesting that while digital activism raises awareness, it may not always drive 

concrete actions. This suggests a potential disconnect between virtual and physical political 

engagement, a phenomenon often referred to as "slacktivism," where online participation does 

not always result in tangible political change. 

Inferential statistical analysis was conducted to assess the relationship between platform 

usage and political participation. A chi-square test revealed a significant association between 

engagement with memes and hashtags on specific platforms and the level of political 

awareness (χ² = 16.8, p < 0.01). The results indicate that Twitter users, particularly those 

engaging with racial justice and climate change movements, exhibit higher levels of political 

awareness compared to users of Instagram and TikTok. Additionally, a regression analysis 

showed that engagement with memes and hashtags on Instagram and TikTok was positively 

correlated with youth involvement in discussions about gender equality and immigration, 

respectively. These findings suggest that the type of platform and its associated issues 

influence the depth of political engagement among youth, with Twitter fostering greater 

political awareness, while Instagram and TikTok facilitate more personal, issue-specific 

discourse. 

The analysis also uncovered that the intensity of engagement with political memes 

correlates with a higher likelihood of discussing political issues offline. However, this 

relationship was stronger on Twitter and Instagram, where political discourse is more likely to 
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extend beyond the digital space, whereas TikTok showed weaker offline engagement. These 

findings support the idea that while all three platforms foster youth political participation, the 

nature and intensity of the engagement depend significantly on the platform's characteristics 

and the political issues discussed. 

The relationship between engagement with political memes and the perceived 

effectiveness of digital activism was also explored. The data shows a strong positive 

correlation between youth engagement with memes and the belief that these digital tools are 

effective in raising awareness and advocating for social change (r = 0.75, p < 0.01). However, 

the same data also reveals a tension between perceived effectiveness and the actual impact on 

traditional forms of political participation. While 70% of participants agreed that digital 

activism through memes and hashtags is effective in promoting political discourse, only 45% 

believed it led to concrete political action, such as voting or organizing protests. This suggests 

that while memes and hashtags are powerful tools for mobilizing attention and generating 

discussions around political issues, their ability to translate into meaningful offline political 

change remains limited. 
 

 
Figure 2. Media Literacy and Political Engagement 

Furthermore, the analysis highlights the role of media literacy in moderating this 

relationship. Participants who demonstrated higher levels of media literacy were more likely to 

engage with political memes critically, recognizing both the potential and limitations of digital 

activism. This finding indicates that education and awareness about the mechanics of digital 

media play a crucial role in determining how effectively youth can leverage these tools for 

political engagement. 

A case study of the "Black Lives Matter" movement on Twitter illustrates the significant 

role of memes and hashtags in youth political participation. The study shows that the hashtag 

#BlackLivesMatter, which gained massive traction on social media, served as a catalyst for 

youth activism both online and offline. Twitter users shared memes, videos, and personal 

stories, creating a collective digital space for political discourse and mobilization. The hashtag 

became a focal point for youth engagement with racial justice issues, leading to global protests 

and policy discussions. This case study highlights how a single hashtag can ignite widespread 
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political action, demonstrating the potential for digital activism to bridge online awareness and 

real-world political participation. 

In contrast, the "Save TikTok" hashtag, which emerged to protest potential legislative 

bans on the platform, illustrates how memes and hashtags can also be used for less serious, yet 

highly engaging, political issues. While the hashtag mobilized significant online discussions, it 

did not translate into offline political action or long-term policy change. This case study 

underscores the distinction between movements that focus on urgent social justice issues and 

those that engage with political issues primarily within the realm of digital entertainment, 

emphasizing the varying levels of impact that memes and hashtags can have on political 

participation. 

The case studies and data analysis highlight that memes and hashtags are powerful tools 

for political engagement, but their impact varies depending on the issue at hand and the 

platform used. Digital activism through memes and hashtags enables youth to participate in 

political discourse in ways that were previously unavailable, allowing for more inclusive, 

decentralized, and diverse forms of political engagement. However, the findings also suggest 

that digital activism does not always lead to tangible political outcomes. Despite the 

widespread use of memes and hashtags to raise awareness, there remains a gap between online 

participation and offline political action. This discrepancy raises important questions about the 

effectiveness of digital activism in fostering real-world political change, and whether it is 

simply a form of expression or if it can be mobilized for more substantive political action. 

The data also suggests that while memes and hashtags can facilitate awareness and 

dialogue, they may not necessarily result in deeper engagement or sustained commitment to 

political causes. This highlights the need for further exploration into how digital tools can be 

better integrated into traditional political systems and how they can be used to drive 

meaningful policy changes. The study calls for a more nuanced understanding of the role that 

memes and hashtags play in shaping youth political behavior, emphasizing the importance of 

developing strategies that connect digital activism with long-term political participation and 

engagement. 

The research on youth political participation through memes and hashtag activism reveals 

that social media platforms play a significant role in shaping how young people engage with 

politics. The study found that Twitter, Instagram, and TikTok serve as key spaces for youth to 

express political opinions, share political memes, and participate in hashtag-driven movements. 

Among the platforms, Twitter emerged as the most widely used for political discourse, with a 

strong focus on issues like racial justice and climate change. Instagram followed closely, with 

political engagement centered around gender equality and healthcare. TikTok, though less 

prominent in political engagement, proved to be a significant platform for discussing topics 

like education reform and immigration. The findings also highlighted that while memes and 

hashtags can drive significant online participation and awareness, this digital engagement does 

not always translate into tangible political action, such as voting or attending protests. 

These findings align with the broader body of research on digital activism, such as the 

work by Tufekci (2017) and Binns (2018), which emphasize the role of social media in 

political participation. Both studies argue that digital platforms have reshaped political 

engagement, especially among younger generations, allowing for decentralized activism and 

more inclusive participation. However, the current study differs in its focus on specific digital 

tools, such as memes and hashtags, and how they impact political behavior. While other 

research has examined digital activism broadly, this study provides a deeper understanding of 

how memes and hashtags are strategically used to simplify complex political issues and 

mobilize youth participation. It also compares the effectiveness of different social media 

platforms, which previous studies have often treated as homogeneous in their potential for 

political engagement. This nuanced approach highlights the varying degrees of influence that 

each platform has on shaping youth political attitudes and actions. 
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The results suggest that while memes and hashtags are powerful tools for generating 

political discourse and awareness, they do not necessarily lead to deeper political engagement. 

This finding signals a potential shift in how political participation is defined and enacted in the 

digital age. The study indicates that political participation is no longer limited to traditional 

forms, such as voting or attending rallies, but has expanded to include online activities that may 

be more symbolic than substantive (Brantez et al., 2026; Muñoz-Mora et al., 2025; Pincock et 

al., 2025). The widespread use of memes and hashtags suggests that youth view these tools as 

both accessible and effective means of participating in political discussions, yet the gap 

between online engagement and offline action suggests that these forms of participation may 

not always translate into real-world impact. This raises important questions about the nature of 

political engagement in the era of social media whether it is meaningful or merely 

performative. 

The implications of these findings are profound for understanding the evolving nature of 

youth political participation (Anaya Jiménez & Ali, 2026; Bitew, 2025; Silva & Barreda-

Ángeles, 2026). The study suggests that while digital tools like memes and hashtags can raise 

awareness and promote political dialogue, they do not always foster long-term engagement or 

lead to concrete political action. This has important consequences for political campaigns, 

advocacy groups, and policymakers who seek to engage youth in meaningful ways. It 

highlights the need for strategies that bridge the gap between digital activism and real-world 

political participation. For policymakers, the findings suggest that digital platforms must be 

integrated into broader efforts to promote civic engagement, ensuring that online activism is 

linked with offline political action. For youth activists, the research indicates the importance of 

developing campaigns that not only use digital tools to mobilize support but also encourage 

deeper involvement in the political process, such as volunteering, voting, or attending public 

forums. 

The results reflect several underlying factors that shape youth political engagement in the 

digital age. First, social media platforms, by their nature, encourage participation through short, 

easily consumable content, such as memes and hashtags. These tools are effective at capturing 

attention and spreading political messages quickly, which explains their widespread use among 

youth. However, the same characteristics that make memes and hashtags successful in 

generating attention such as brevity, simplicity, and virality also limit their capacity to foster 

sustained political engagement. This study suggests that youth may engage with political issues 

in a more superficial way through these tools, as they provide immediate gratification and a 

sense of participation without necessarily requiring deeper engagement or understanding. The 

difference between online engagement and offline action can also be attributed to the 

ephemeral nature of social media interactions, where the sense of activism may fade once the 

meme or hashtag loses relevance. 

The next steps should focus on bridging the gap between digital political participation 

and tangible political action. Future research could explore how digital activism can be 

structured to encourage more substantial offline engagement. Longitudinal studies could track 

the impact of meme and hashtag-based movements on real-world political outcomes, such as 

voter turnout or policy changes. Additionally, future studies could investigate the role of media 

literacy in shaping how youth engage with political content online. Educating young people 

about the power and limitations of digital activism could lead to more informed and engaged 

participation, both online and offline. For practitioners and policymakers, the research calls for 

the development of integrated strategies that use digital tools to not only raise awareness but 

also to encourage concrete actions, such as attending protests, voting, or engaging in 

community organizing. By fostering connections between digital activism and traditional forms 

of political participation, youth political engagement can be strengthened and transformed into 

more meaningful, long-term involvement in the democratic process. 
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CONCLUSION 

The key finding of this research is that youth political participation through memes and 

hashtag activism, while widespread, is characterized by significant differences in terms of 

engagement depth and real-world impact. The study revealed that while platforms like Twitter 

and Instagram serve as crucial spaces for political discourse, the engagement is often more 

symbolic than substantive. Youth are highly active in political discussions online, particularly 

through viral content such as memes and hashtags, but this engagement does not always 

translate into concrete actions, such as voting or attending protests. Additionally, the research 

found that certain political issues, such as racial justice and climate change, generate more 

sustained participation among youth, while other issues are fleeting and often reduced to viral 

moments. These findings highlight the need to understand the difference between digital 

activism, which can raise awareness, and offline political participation, which can lead to 

tangible societal change. 

This study contributes significantly to the understanding of youth political participation 

in the digital age by offering a detailed analysis of the roles that memes and hashtags play in 

shaping political engagement. Unlike traditional studies that focus on formal political 

participation, this research examines how new media tools have redefined the concept of 

activism and political discourse. By employing both qualitative and quantitative methods, 

including content analysis of political memes, hashtag campaigns, and surveys of youth 

engagement, the research offers a comprehensive view of the digital political landscape. The 

value of this study lies in its nuanced approach to understanding the dynamic and evolving 

nature of digital activism, using a media and communication lens to explore how youth 

navigate, interpret, and participate in political movements in the age of social media. This 

method provides a broader understanding of political behavior beyond the traditional markers 

of participation, such as voting or rally attendance. 

Despite the valuable insights gained from this study, several limitations need to be 

acknowledged. The sample size, while representative of youth from different social media 

platforms, is geographically limited, focusing primarily on Western nations and excluding a 

more global perspective. Future research could expand the sample to include youth from 

various regions to understand how cultural, political, and economic differences influence the 

use of memes and hashtags in political participation. Additionally, this study primarily relied 

on self-reported data from surveys and qualitative insights from interviews, which may be 

subject to biases. Future studies could employ a longitudinal approach to track how youth 

political engagement through memes and hashtags evolves over time, particularly as political 

climates change. Moreover, further research could examine the impact of digital activism on 

traditional forms of political participation, such as community organizing and voting, to better 

understand the long-term effects of social media-driven movements on democratic 

engagement. 
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